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INTRODUCTION 

As researches and media monitoring reports issued by various institutions often show, women and 
LGBTI people are invisible in media in terms of issues related to daily life, sports, cultural activities and 
social problems; in a limited number of articles about them, they are represented by stereotypes and 
generally with a discriminatory discourse.1 On the other hand, women and LGBTIs are certainly visible 
in news of murder and violence in which they are victims or perpetrators. Furthermore, even the news 
of murder and violence in which women and LGBTI people are victims function as a channel through 
which discriminatory discourse against these groups are regenerated in different ways. While news 
articles trivialize and legitimize violence through selection of sources of reference, structure of the 
stories, preferred visual material, the discourse and titles, these groups become even more vulnerable 
in the face of discrimination and violence.  

This report aims to explore discriminatory discourse against transgender people in terms of the way 
murders of transgender women are covered. We examined 28 news articles with the method of critical 
discourse analysis; these articles have been selected as examples from the news articles covering the 
murders of transgender women that were published in national print newspapers between January 
2013 and August 2016. The focus of our examination was the instruments that are used for reinforcing 
discrimination and prejudices against transgender women.  

In the articles covering murders of transgender women, discrimination and discriminatory discourse 
are dangerously normalized by the trivialization of the violence against transgender people through 
traditional understanding and practice of gender. In this regard, examining the ways transgender 
murders, which are the ultimate point of violence against transgender people, are covered and 
dangerous discourse that is generated in this process and giving way to new forms of violence through 
examples is particularly important. Given the series of political, legal and socioeconomic discrimination 
to which the targeted group has been subjected, systematic inequality they are subjected to, and 
stereotypes and hostile attitude which are constantly regenerated especially by media, coverage of 
transgender murders become even more significant. 

Media’s way of covering the actions that can be considered hate crimes and presenting the victims or 
the incident, and preferred discourse may give way to justification of the action and/or concealment 
of the discrimination underlying the crime.2 Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe 
(OSCE) defines hate crime as the following: “Any criminal offence, including offences against persons 
or property, where the victims, premises, or target of the offence are selected because of their real or 
perceived connection, attachment, affiliation, support, or membership of a group [that] may be based 
upon a characteristic common to its members, such as real or perceived race, national or ethnic origin, 
language, color, religion, sex, age, mental or physical disability, sexual orientation, or other similar 
factor.”3 Since hate crimes are aggressive actions to which the victims are subjected because of their 
existence (in other words, because of their real or perceived ethnic identity, religion, sect, sexual 
orientation and gender identity and so on), other members of the targeted group fear that they might 
be subjected to a similar attack. Hate crime may be directed to only one person, but psychologically it 
can harm the entire society. As long as media ignores hate crimes or covers them with affirmative 
language, other people are kept encouraged to commit similar crimes. 

                                                           
1 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016 Medya İzleme Raporları, KAOS GL Derneği [2013, 2014, 2015, 2016 Media Monitoring 
Reports, KAOS GL Association]. Source: http://www.kaosgldernegi.org/yayin.php?id=6 
2 Ulusal Basında Nefret Suçları: 10 Yıl, 10 Örnek, Sosyal Değişim Derneği [Hate Crimes in National Media: 10 
Years, 10 Examples, Social Change Association], 2010, s. 17 
3 Combating Hate Crimes in the OSCE Region, An Overview of Statistics, Legislation and National Initiatives, 
OSCE - ODIHR, 2005, p. 12 

http://www.kaosgldernegi.org/yayin.php?id=6
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In order to define an offence as hate crime, the offence must be based on the assumption of victim’s 
membership or non-membership to a certain group and the offender must have a motivation based 
on prejudice or hate.4 When it is determined that the victim is a member of a disadvantaged group in 
the society because of their ethnicity, religion, sect, sexual orientation, gender identity etc., it must be 
investigated whether the perpetrator had a motivation based on prejudice or hate.5 Given the forms 
of discrimination to which transgender people are subjected and the common prejudices against their 
very existence and living practices, media has a particularly important responsibility: it should cover 
these incidents keeping this fact in mind, it should be careful not to give way to different forms of 
violence against transgender people and not to facilitate other hate crimes.  

Discriminatory discourse and prejudice that shape the coverage of transgender murders in print media 
cannot be examined independently of representation of LBGTI people in media in general. Before we 
move on to the findings of this study, it would be useful to mention the data obtained by studies that 
focus on LGBTI’s representation in media in order to understand media’s general attitude concerning 
this issue. 

  

                                                           
4 Hate Crime Laws: A Practical Guide, OSCE-ODIHR, 2009, p. 16 
5 Ulaş Karan, Nefret Suçlarından Ne Anlıyoruz?, Nefret Suçları ve Nefret Söylemi içinde [What We Understand 
from Hate Crimes in Hate Crimes and Hate Speech], Hrant Dink Vakfı Yayınları, 2010, sf. 59 
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REPRESENTATION OF LGBTI PEOPLE IN THE MEDIA 

In KAOS GL Association’s 2013-2016 media watch reports, many news articles on LGBTIs are featured 
in “negative articles” category. In these articles, LGBTIs are presented as sexual objects, criminalized, 
caricaturized, portrayed as ‘sick’, ‘pervert’, or ‘sinner’ and treated as tabloid material. In this way, 
LGBTI stereotypes are regenerated; hate speech based on sexual orientation and gender identity are 
regenerated by legitimizing violence against LGBTIs, targeting LGBTI organizations, featuring only 
assaulters’ accounts in news covering hate crimes and using LGBTIs for discriminating other groups; 
and visual material that reinforces prejudices and humiliates the victims are used. Furthermore, in 
many articles, ID names of transgender people are used and misinformation about LGBTI community 
is included.6 

Discriminatory discourse and hate speech against LGBTI people in media can also be found in news 
covering LGBTI murders. According to the report that is titled “News Covering Hate Murders against 
LGBTIs in Media” issued by Kaos GL in 2007, these news articles focus victim’s “clothes and behaviors” 
during the murder; they imply that the victim deserved such a violent action by exposing victim’s 
personal life and incidents of violence are covered like tabloid material. Moreover, since the articles 
are generally shaped around the defense of the suspects, these articles become partial, homophobic 
and transphobic.7 

Besides, while we were scanning print media with the information we gained from KAOS GL’s media 
watch on hate crime reports, we came to realize that many transgender murders are rarely or not at 
all covered in print media. We also realized that some murder stories draw more interest, while there 
is a suggestive silence concerning transgender murders. For instance, according to the “Human Rights 
Watch Based on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity” report issued by KAOS GL in 2015, 4 
transgender people were killed in 2015. While one of them wasn’t covered by print media, 9 articles 
were written about the other three; 6 of them were about the same murder. The one in which print 
media was interested more was covered like a tabloid story rather than a murder story.  

Attacks against transgender people are generally covered as ‘actions caused by victim’s provocation’. 
Crimes ranging from an obvious attack to murder are treated as ‘natural’ results of ‘scenes’ made by 
the victims. As media acts on heteronormative model of gender, discrimination against LGBTIs is 
regenerated in media on discursive level. As long as this discriminatory discourse is not prevented, it 
will keep contributing to the actions costing LGBTI people’s lives.  

  

                                                           
6 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016 Medya İzleme Raporları, KAOS GL Derneği [2013, 2014, 2015, 2016 Media Monitoring 
Reports, KAOS GL Association]. See also Medyada LGBTİ’lere Yönelik Nefret Söylemi Raporu, Pembe Hayat 
Derneği ve KAOS GL Derneği [Report on Hate Speech against LGBTIs in Media]. Souce: 
http://www.kaosgldernegi.org/yayin.php?id=6 
7 Medyada LGBTT Bireylere Yönelik Nefret Cinayetleri Raporu [Report on Hate Crimes against LGBTIs in Media], 
KAOS GL Derneği, 2007 

http://www.kaosgldernegi.org/yayin.php?id=6
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TRANSGENDER WOMEN MURDERS IN PRINT MEDIA:  
2013-2016 
 

As the first step of this study, we scanned national print media material between January 2013 and 
August 2016 with the keywords ‘trans’, ‘transvestite’8 as part of the contribution of media monitoring 
agency9 and with names of transgender women mentioned in the murders reported by KAOS GL. In 
this way, we found transgender women murders during this period that were covered in national print 
media. Then, we examined 28 examples under four titles.  

In most of the articles we found, transgender murders are legitimized, trivialized and detached from 
its social context by preference of sources, structure of the stories and choice of words. In the first 
part, we examined the articles on the basis of the way sources are selected and discussed its 
consequences. In the second part titled ‘structure of the stories’, we focused on the narration of the 
articles by regarding the frame of the articles, the way stories are presented and in which context the 
murder is depicted. In the third part, we focused on how the choice of words in articles regenerates 
discriminatory discourse against transgender people. In the final part, we featured positive examples 
that cover the murders with a rights-based approach.  

While KAOS GL’s annual media monitoring reports provide a general picture concerning LGBTI’s 
presentation in the media based on the news about LGBTIs published throughout the year, this report 
focuses on transgender murders and selected articles are analyzed in terms of style and content. It is 
seen that discriminatory discourse analyzed in KAOS GL reports is used also in articles covering 
transgender murders; it is used even for justifying and trivializing the murders. This report, which 
focuses on the period between January 2013-August 2016 and coverage of transgender murders only 
in national print media, confirms the general observations in KAOS GL’s report ‘Hate Crimes Against 
LGBTIs in Media’ issued in 2017, through the selected articles that are subjected to discourse analysis; 
it also reveals that dangerous discourse that national print media uses in covering transgender murders 
hasn’t changed in about 10 years. In other words, the reason why the articles categorized as “negative 
articles” in KAOS GL reports are discriminatory is explained under three titles through a close 
examination of articles’ style and content. Furthermore, this report focuses on how the murder of 
transgender woman Hande Kader is covered by media. From the articles covering this murder, the 
ones which adopt a rights-based approach and cover the protests against this murder are featured as 
good alternatives to the articles analyzed before them. 

  

                                                           
8 For the full list of keywords, see: http://hrantdink.org/attachments/article/256/Anahtar%20kelimeler.pdf 
9 As part of “Media Watch on Hate Speech” Project, all national newspapers and around 500 local newspapers 
are monitored on the basis of predetermined keywords (e.g., conniving, enemy of the Turks, traitor, bigot, giaour, 
and refugee) via the media monitoring center. Research team reads the articles and columns filtered by these 
keywords, and identifies items containing hate speech against ethnic, national and religious groups. Also, certain 
keyword under the category of gender identity and sexual orientation (e.g., woman, homosexual, headscarf, and 
pervert) are used for scanning print media. Items found by these keywords are included in media watch reports 
under the category of “Other Disadvantaged Groups” as examples to hate speech against women and LGBTIs. 
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Source of the news stories 

In this section, we focus on from whom or where the information included in the articles come. In 
these articles, only judicial and police reports are used in order to explain the motives of the murder 
and account of the perpetrators are presented as the sole fact, creating a context that affirms 
prejudices against transgender people. In the examples we analyzed, the question “why did it happen”, 
which is a part of mainstream journalism principle Five W’s, is tried to be answered in reference to 
claims and excuses of the murderer and they are taken as read. Looking for the motive of the murder 
in the statements of the murderer instead of considering experiences of LGBTI people and forms of 
violence to which they are subjected within social relations shaped by gender stereotypes, and overall 
social background of transgender murders gives way to one-dimensional picture. For instance, claiming 
that the murderer was provoked on the basis of his own statements and creating the impression that 
this is why the murder is committed without referring to any source amounts to instrumentalization 
of the victim having no right to reply in the process of regeneration of sexist and moralist prejudices 
concerning transgender people, and adding another level to forms of multileveled discrimination to 
which LGBTI people are subjected. In other words, when a multidimensional incident with a social and 
political background is presented only in reference to judicial reports and police sources, victim’s own 
story and humane aspect of the incident is obscured and murder becomes something to which people 
get easily accustomed.  

This discourse, which is not peculiar to transgender murders but also used in news articles concerning 
LGBTIs and women, does not only characterize a type of journalism which is sexist and far from being 
rights-based, but also directly affects transgender people’s daily social experiences and future 
relationships. Furthermore, in addition to widespread transgender murders, such coverage intensifies 
perceived and real threat against transgender people, who become more frightened and ‘concealed’ 
in participating in social life. Moreover, forming a causal link between the provocation and murder is 
reminiscent of a construct that is frequently seen in articles covering violence against LGBTIs and 
women. In other words, instead of social and political background and the perpetrator itself, existence 
and actions of the victim is referred as the motive of the murder and sexist and 
homophobic/transphobic attitude takes on an unquestionable legitimacy.  

 
Figure 1: Posta, 11 July 2013 
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As seen in many articles on transgender murders, the article shown in Figure 1 features only 
murderer’s statements. With murderer’s statement “We had an intercourse. Then we argued. I killed 
her”, the argument is pointed out as the motive of the murder. Furthermore, private life of the victim 
is exposed by stating that there was an intercourse based on the murderer’s claims and tabloid 
elements of the story is highlighted. Providing the detail of having intercourse in articles on 
transgender murders also points to a context. Given the common social imagination concerning 
transgender people’s living conditions and transphobic prejudices, qualification of murderer’s claim of 
having intercourse with the victim as newsworthy casts doubt on ‘innocence’ of the deceased to the 
extent that it trivializes the loss of the person, making mourning after them unnecessary. Furthermore, 
it provides instruction to the reader for completing the missing parts in the articles framed in this way.  

 
Figure 2: Sabah, 11 July 2013 

The article published in Sabah on July 11, 2013, which covers the same murder, includes the murderer’s 
statements as well: “S.Ö. admitted that they were bargaining for having intercourse and he stabbed 
her to death after having a disagreement.” In this way, murder is presented as an ‘inevitable’ 
consequence of a possible disagreement in ‘such a relationship’ on the one hand and the fact that the 
deceased is a sex worker is highlighted on the other hand. Furthermore, like the article above, this 
article also implies that the incident has a ‘dark’ and ‘uncanny’ aspect outside the moral boundaries by 
putting an emphasis on intercourse and bargain. With such an emphasis, social prejudices are 
reinforced by framing the details about a transgender woman’s life in a one-dimensional way and the 
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serious and grave nature of the murder is concealed with the help of ‘ugly’ portrait of the deceased. 
In two articles covering the same murder, we see that two high-circulating newspapers belonging to 
two different media groups use the same discourse in covering a transgender murder. 

 
Figure 3: Taraf, 11 July 2013 

The article published in Taraf on July 11, 2013, which covers the same murder, is titled “Transvestite 
murder in Kuşadası” and the statements of “housing estate residents” are reported: “The residents 
stated that in general meetings they decided to set up video surveillance system after the increase in 
incidents of prostitution and robbery around the block, and numerous people were coming to the 
house of two transvestites.” With these remarks, transgender identity is associated with ‘prostitution’ 
and robbery and presented as an element of the story. Thus, while the prejudices against transgender 
people are reinforced through the murder, this background information selected and represented by 
the reporter is used for pointing to ‘uncanny’ lives of transgender people as the motive of murder. 
More importantly, the details about the victim’s life that the society ‘wouldn’t approve’ make the life 
of the deceased worthless and create a context in which the readers would regard her loss 
meaningless. As in many articles about transgender people, the image of transgender people as an 
element of disturbance that ‘unsettle’ the society with their existence is also used in articles covering 
transgender murders.  

As we have seen in the article above, the statements of transgender people who are affected by the 
murder and feel uneasy and frightened after the murder or the friends of the deceased are not 
featured. While the statements of the murderer and “residents” are covered, other people knowing 
the deceased are not used as a source of reference in the construct of the article. Thus, the article 
directs the reader with what it omits as well as what it includes and provides a frame to interpret and 
perceive the incident. 

Furthermore, as seen in some examples above, inclusion of the statements of the murderer or the 
residents without any question and presentation of these statements as the only fact about this 
incident give way to recirculation and justification of common prejudices against transgender people 
through the statements of the sources. Such articles also prevent the reader from developing different 
views concerning transgender murders and LGBTIs in general and hinder creation of a platform in 
which social and political context of the issue might be discussed. In other words, the frame of article 
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in question does not only impose a one-dimensional scenario reinforcing discrimination against 
transgender people, but also renders imagining and discussing different scenarios difficult.  

In addition to the examples above, we have also seen articles based on unidentified sources and 
suggesting ambiguous reasons as motive of murder. In such articles, murders are presented to the 
reader behind a veil of mystery and with incomplete and ambiguous information.  

 

                                        
                       Figure 4: Anayurt, 23 March 2016           Figure 5: Karar, 21 March 2016 

In two articles above, the source is not specified; only remarks like “according to the acquired 
information” and “according to claims” are used. In Figure 4, the motive of murder is presented as 
“argument” based on the information from unidentified source. The story covering murder of Aleda is 
titled “Argument resulted in death”; in this way, the possibility of a hate crime is ignored and it is 
implied that the murder was the result of an argument happened for “unknown reasons” and the 
deceased is not a victim but only a party to the argument ended up being killed. Thus, it is also implied 
that the murder was an ordinary one and it wouldn’t have happened, if there were no argument. 
Moreover, assumption of the direct link between the argument and murder points to a problematic 
practice of journalism in itself independently of the gender identity of the deceased. This article 
resembles the way in which femicides are covered in that it attributes a meaning to the act of 
‘argument’ and constructs the murder as a direct and legitimate result of the argument; it shifts the 
focus from the murderer to the victim and to the ‘mysterious and uncanny situation’ involving the two, 
which inevitably led to the murder. A similar ‘mysterious and uncanny situation’ is also implied in the 
article shown in Figure 5, which states that the murder was caused by “an unknown reason”. The 
murder is treated as a forensic case and presented as a story with incomplete information and 
unidentified sources to enable the reader to complete the story by oneself. In this way, the social 
aspect of transgender murders is concealed and a discourse inciting prejudices is regenerated. 
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Structure of the stories 

Like many texts, news articles are also written in a frame, highlighting some elements in a story 
structure. Information that the reader receives within a context is a factor that shapes the way they 
interpret the news. In this section, we focus on how the context is constructed and the literary story-
like structure of the articles. In the articles we analyzed, murders are covered in a tabloid context, as 
a part of an ‘interesting’ story with private life of the victim at the center. Murder is presented to the 
reader with sensational and intriguing expressions and forensic details are highlighted. Murders are 
not covered as social issues, but as a tabloid material or forensic issue. Visual material that exposes 
victim’s body and evoking sexuality accompanies to this language used for attracting the reader; thus, 
the murder presented like a tabloid story is made more attractive to the reader. Moreover, some 
articles are presented with incomplete information by suggesting obscure reasons; murders are 
narrated like mysterious stories arousing curiosity.  

According to Declaration of Rights and Responsibilities of Journalists in Turkey, right to privacy may be 
considered void, if there is an investigation or publication concerning crime or corruption, an attitude 
affecting the society negatively; protecting security and health of the society; preventing the 
expressions or actions of the individuals in question from deceiving people or from leading them to 
mistake. Under these conditions, private life may be mentioned after considering whether the exposed 
part of person’s life is directly related to the issue and whether private life of the person in question 
affects their public activity. Even if none of the aforementioned conditions are met and there is no 
public interest in articles on transgender murders, private life and existence of the deceased is exposed 
and stereotypes of transgender people are spread again. The articles go off on a tangent and a grave 
murder that is likely a hate crime is narrated carelessly as if it is a tabloid story. Tabloid-like and erotized 
language in murder stories ignores social and political background paving the way for these murders 
and maintains social conditions creating the current situation, making LGBTI community even more 
vulnerable. While there is no effort for revealing if there is a motive of hate or for covering the murder 
with the right language and attitude, sometimes there is a great effort for exposing private life of the 
deceased and causing a stir through it. In this regard, it might be said that the life, physical and social 
existence of the deceased is presented as an ‘object of desire’ that the reader can consume quickly 
with the images, narration and frame used in covering transgender murders.  

 

 
Figure 6: Habertürk, 6 December 2015 
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Figure 7: Habertürk, 6 December 2015 

The article published in Habertürk on December 6, 2015 can be used as an example to the articles that 
present the murder as a story with the victim’s private life at center. In Habertürk’s headline story 
titled “Father during daytime, Alev at night”, the focus is not the murder of transgender Alev who was 
killed on December 2, 2015, but the sensational details about their life. The fact that the deceased was 
married with children is highlighted in the title and content again and again; the existence of the 
deceased is reduced to their “secret life” at night and presented to the reader in this way with the title 
of “A ‘secret’ life underlying the murder of a transvestite”. 
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Figure 8: Habertürk, 10 December 2015 

Habertürk’s interest in the victim’s private life continued. On December 10, 2015, an article was 
published again on the front page, which was almost the same with the one published four days ago; 
with the new information concerning the life of the deceased, the article is put into circulation once 
again. Like the one published four days ago, the article in question has a title that has nothing to do 
with the murder: “Alev’s wife is pregnant”. Also, with the top heading “Family tragedy in Istanbul 
revealed by Habertürk”, the newspaper shows that it is proud to reveal a detail that is not directly 
related to the murder; with the expression “family tragedy”, it gets off the point and provides a 
background that can be consumed quickly by distracting the reader from the murder to ‘tragic’ details 
of the victim’s life. A wedding photo accompanies the article, which supports the story presented to 
the reader.  

The fact that this murder was the most frequently covered transgender murder in print media during 
2015 can be considered a functional indicator for understanding how media sees transgender murders. 
While many transgender murders are ignored by print media, this particular murder was used as a 
headline story; unfortunately, it wasn’t because the media wanted to point to serious and urgent 
nature of different forms of violence to which transgender people are subjected and transgender 
murders; the media just wanted to highlight an interesting and tabloid-like material that is presented 
to the reader. Two articles published in Habertürk do not even focus on the murder itself, let alone 
questioning the element of hate in the murder and social background harboring this hate. The victim’s 
private life, gender identity, and existence outside gender roles imposed on men and women are 
presented to the reader with the logic of ‘yellow journalism’. On the other hand, the double life of the 
deceased, if it is true, may be an important element of this murder story, given the living conditions of 
transgender people. However, a news article in which social factors that forced the deceased to choose 
this life are not mentioned and questioned turns this social fact into a gossip material, like the example 
above shows.  

In the articles we examined, we have seen that if the deceased is a sex worker, this detail is highlighted 
without exception. Generally, being a sex worker is presented with a criminal frame. In many articles, 
the fact that the deceased is a sex worker is used for making the crime sound natural by emphasizing 
that the murderer was a client or associating being a sex worker with crime; it is implied that murder 
is an expected end for sex workers and the existence of the deceased is reduced to being a sex worker. 
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Figure 9: Şok, 12 July 2013 

For instance, Şok’s article covering the murder of Dora is titled “The murderer of Dora turns out to be 
a client”; in this way, the fact that the deceased is a sex worker is emphasized and it is implied that 
murder is an expected end for transgender sex workers. It is also stated, “It is reported that S.Ö. went 
to the house as a client and he committed murder after having an argument because of the 
disagreement on the payment”; with this statement, the murder is reduced to a simple bargaining 
issue and presented to the reader with a mysterious tone through obscure remarks.  

 
Figure 10: Akşam, 21 March 2016 

Akşam’s article published on March 21, 2016 covering the murder of transgender named Aleda is titled 
“The taxi driver solved the transvestite murder”, with the emphasis on the fact that the murderer was 
detained after he told about the murder to the taxi driver. The newsworthy details about the murder, 
the fact that the deceased belongs to a disadvantaged group, an expert statement concerning the 
frequency and political context of transgender murders and statements of different parties are not 
included in the article, but forensic and attracting details are highlighted with ornamental language.  
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The fact that the murderer was comfortable enough to tell about the murder to the taxi driver must 
have led the journalist to question the motive of hate in the murder, but the journalists in this example 
used this detail to structure the story in a way to attract the reader.  

 
Figure 11: Şok, 21 March 2016 

The same murder is covered by Şok on March 21 with the title of “Transvestite Ferhat is riddled by 
knife”. This title does not only cover an incident that cost a person’s life with rude expressions like 
“riddled by knife”, but also dehumanizes the victim. 

 
Figure 12: Korkusuz, 11 March 2016 
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Another example to sensational coverage of transgender murders can be found in Korkusuz’s article 
covering the murder of Buse, published on March 11, 2016. With the title of “Surprising images from 
transvestite murder”, forensic details are highlighted once again and with the phrase “surprising 
images”, it is presented with a language used in paparazzi journalism; the intention is to arouse 
curiosity and thus to make the story more read, consumed and spread. 

As can be seen in the articles above, the stories are accompanied by images that may evoke sexuality 
and the victim’s body is exposed. According to KAOS GL’s annual media monitoring reports, LGBTI 
people are presented as sexual objects not only with the language but also with the images.10 Such 
visual material is often found in articles covering transgender murders. Even in stories about 
transgender murders, which are likely committed on the basis of hate and prejudice given the violence 
and discrimination against transgender people, sexuality is extremely emphasized with images 
reinforcing stereotypes; the graveness and social background of the murder is ignored. Images 
exposing their body and evoking sexuality are used instead of, for example, photos showing 
transgender people with their friends, cooking or reading a book. With these images, the existence of 
transgender people is limited to sexuality and their existence in other areas of life is omitted from the 
frame of the articles.  

As it is stated in KAOS GL’s “Hate Crimes Committed in Turkey On the Basis of Homophobia and 
Transphobia in 2015” report, “Because of social exclusion and prejudices, area of employment of 
majority of transgender women is restricted to –illicit- sex work. In this regard, we see hate crimes 
almost on a daily basis.”11 However, in the articles in which these transgender women are the victim, 
nothing is said about why transgender people cannot be freely present in public sphere, why they are 
led to be sex workers, and the dangers of this situation. In fact, news articles covering the murder of a 
transgender sex worker can be used for addressing this problem, questioning this social exclusion and 
its consequences and raising awareness of LGBTI rights.  

In sum, in the articles above, not the murder itself but the victim’s private life is covered for presenting 
an ‘interesting’ story to the reader and the focus is shifted from the murder. In this way, victim’s life is 
used as an instrument for regenerating prejudices against transgender people and inciting 
discrimination. Articles’ frame and structure that center on victim’s private life put the murders in a 
disdainful context. 

  

                                                           
10 KAOS GL Derneği Medya İzleme Raporları 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016 [2013, 2014, 2015, 2016 Media Monitoring 
Reports, KAOS GL Association] 
11 2015 yılında Türkiye’de Gerçekleşen Homofobi veya Transfobi Temelli Nefret Suçları Raporu [Hate Crimes 
Committed in Turkey On the Basis of Homophobia and Transphobia in 2015], KAOS GL Derneği, p.14, 2016 
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Choice of words 

Like the structure and frame of the news articles, the words used in the articles also reflect the 
perspective of heteronormative gender regime. The words and expressions used in the articles direct 
the reader with certain connotations. For instance, in almost all articles we examined, transgender 
people are defined with the word ‘transvestite’ which has negative connotations in social perception. 

 
                                                                           Figure 13: Milliyet, 21 March 2016 

 

 
Figure 14: Habertürk, 11 July 2013 

It can be argued that these two articles from Milliyet and Habertürk covering two different transgender 
murders represent the articles we examined in general and provide a general idea concerning the 
problematic language. In these two articles covering two different transgender murders, murdered 
transgender people are referred as ‘transvestite’. In KAOS GL’s “Frequently Asked Questions” booklet, 
the meaning of ‘transvestite’ is defined as follows: “Transvestite: A person who wants to belong to the 
opposite sex mostly through clothes and behaviors. This word characterizes transvestitism of the 
person. Colloquially, it is often used for men dressing/acting like women, but it applies to women and 
men alike; meaning, it is used for women dressing/acting like men.”12 

                                                           
12 Sık Sorulan Sorular Kitapçığı [Frequently Asked Questions Booklet], KAOS GL Derneği, p. 8 
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The word ‘transvestite’ can be used in daily life, literature and academic works within certain 
boundaries. However, in news articles, the word ‘transgender’ should be used instead of ‘transvestite’, 
which has been loaded with negative connotations for years, for the sake of using a more objective 
language.13 Transgender refers to people who have a different gender identity from the one assigned 
at birth. Being a situation related to a person’s own feeling of belonging to a gender, it is independent 
of physical characteristics. Thus, only the word ‘transgender’ should be used instead of ‘transsexual’ 
and ‘transvestite’ without making a distinction between people who have and haven’t an operation.14  

Moreover, in many articles, transvestitism is presented like a profession through expressions like 
“doing transvestitism” or “working as a transvestite” and as if it has a natural connection with 
“prostitution”. However, transvestitism is not a profession and every transgender person is not a sex 
worker.15 

               
  Figure 15: Akşam, 11 July 2013                                         Figure 16: Cumhuriyet, 11 July 2013                  

Two articles above are rare examples to articles that cover a transgender murder as a hate murder. 
Despite this, the fact that transgender victim is referred as ‘transvestite’ in both articles reveals that 
there is confusion regarding notions even in articles having awareness of hate murders.  

We have seen that victim’s name is referred as “nickname”. Many transgender people reject the sex 
assigned to them at birth and therefore the name belonging to that sex. Even if they haven’t officially 
changed the name written in their ID card, they prefer to be called with the name they have chosen. 
In most cases, media regards these names as “nickname”. 

 

                                                           
13 KAOS GL Derneği Medya İzleme Raporu 2015 [KAOS GL Association Media Monitoring Report 2015], p. 6 
14 KAOS GL Derneği Medya İzleme Raporu 2014 [KAOS GL Association Media Monitoring Report 2014], p. 29 
15 KAOS GL Derneği Medya İzleme Raporu 2015 [KAOS GL Association Media Monitoring Report 2015], p. 16 
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             Figure 17: Zaman, 6 March 2016                                                       Figure 18: Hürriyet, 6 March 2016 

In two articles above, the name of the deceased is presented as “nickname”. By calling the name of 
the murdered transgender person “nickname” or “code name”, it is implied that the existence of the 
deceased is regarded as an illegal profession requiring a nickname. Using the name written in ID card 
means that the journalist doesn’t recognize or respect the person’s gender identity. Journalists should 
mention people as they define themselves instead of ignoring their identity by presenting their names 
as nicknames; this would be a better practice in terms of principles of journalism.   

Another problematic word used in articles covering transgender murders is the word “execution”. 
During the scanning work, we have seen examples in which murder is referred as “execution” in a rude 
and coldblooded manner. This word legitimizes the murder and regenerates the discriminatory 
discourse that dehumanizes the victim and demeans transgender people. 
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Figure 19: Şok, 7 March 2016 

Turkish Linguistic Society’s dictionary defines execution as the following: 1. n., legal. Implementing a 
sentence, ruling, enforcement, application 2. Have an influence over someone. Considering the legal 
meaning of the word, regarding these incidents as “execution” makes them sound legitimate and thus 
indirectly supports an act of violence resulted in death. 
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Positive examples 

Throughout the period during which we scanned national print media, Hande Kader was the most 
recently murdered transgender person and the articles covering this murder were rather positive 
examples. In these articles, the language is correct, discrimination against transgender people is 
addressed and the fact that these are hate murders and transgender murders have a social and political 
dimension is emphasized. We can say that most of these articles adopt rights journalism. Rights 
journalism is a type of journalism that does not ignore violations of right, does not wait for a violation 
of right for covering the stories of ‘others’, and does not lead to any violation of right when producing 
news articles.16 While mainstream journalism structurally tends to be partial because it remains within 
the boundaries of worldview, culture or ideology generating dominant meanings and values in shaping 
professional codes of journalism, rights journalism provides a critical point of view to this structural 
partiality and dominant codes of mainstream journalism.17 For instance, trying to explain the motive 
of murder by referring to the statements of the murderer or witnesses while covering a transgender 
murder is problematic according to rights journalism; because, in this way, discrimination against 
transgender people is ignored and the murder may be legitimized. On the other hand, emphasizing the 
possibility of a hate murder and the social background of the murder points out violations of rights and 
discrimination concerning transgender people. Like other social groups that are subjected to 
discrimination, transgender people should also be treated and made visible by an attitude based on 
rights journalism. 

The articles in this section do not include the statements of the murderers and murder is treated as a 
social incident, a hate crime. Featured on the front page or society and life sections, these articles do 
not only cover the murder itself, but also the actions after the murder and judicial processes; in this 
way, they reveal murders’ effect in society and judicial process are discussed. 

 
Figure 20: Birgün, 13 August 2016 

                                                           
16 Sevda Alankuş, Çocuk Odaklı Habercilik [Child-oriented Journalism], IPS İletişim Vakfı Yayınları, 2007, s. 21 
17 Nilüfer Timisi, Medyada Hak Haberciliği [Rights Journalism in Media], bianet.org 



24 
 

 

      
                                                              Figure 21: Günlük Evrensel, 13 August 2016 

Two articles above covering murder of Hande Kader are featured on the front page (forensic cases 
should be featured in society, politics and life sections or on the front page, not among tabloid or “third 
page” news). These two articles mention the murder of Hande Kander openly as a hate crime and point 
out the seriousness of the issue. The social and political background is highlighted by defining this 
murder as a hate murder. Contrary to previous examples, murderer’s statements are not used for 
explaining the motive of murder. Instead of murderer’s motive, the social background of the murder 
is highlighted and legitimization of the murder is prevented.  
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Figure 22: Hürriyet, 17 August 2016 

On August 17, 2016, Ayşe Arman, in her column in Hürriyet, includes her interview with transgender 
journalist Michelle Demisevich. Shaped around the murder of Hande Kader, the interview includes 
hate murders of transgender people and humane and social aspects of transgender murders. Criticizing 
the lack of coverage of transgender murders and people’s indifference, the article mentions 
discrimination against transgender people.  

In the previous examples, we have seen that murderer’s statements are used for explaining the motive 
of murder and the members of the group affected by the murder are not allowed to express 
themselves. However, Ayşe Arman reveals the effect of transgender murders on other transgender 
people by publishing an interview with a transgender journalist. 
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Figure 23: Vatan, 19 August 2016 

Vatan published an article with the subheading “Murder of Hande Kader” and quotes CHP MP Selina 
Doğan: “These murders are the products of homophobic, transphobic, moralist and marginalizing 
understanding and discourse which are encouraged by the power in society.” By titling the article as 
“Result of a homophobic discourse”, the newspaper looks for the motive of murder in the 
discriminatory language, not in forensic reports. Social background of the murder is pointed out by 
emphasizing discrimination against LGBTI people.  
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             Figure 24: Cumhuriyet, 22 August 2016  Figure 25: Evrensel, 22 August 2016 

                                                                                 

 
Figure 26: Birgün, 22 August 2016 

The protest staged on August 21, 2016 in Taksim after the murder of Hander Kader was covered by 
three newspapers on August 22. These newspapers emphasized justice in their coverage. Given the 
legal and social discrimination against transgender murders like reduction of sentence in murder cases 
due to provocation, these newspapers cover the incident in terms of social and political aspects by 
emphasizing justice and adopt rights-based journalism. Thus, they pave the way for treatment of the 
murder of Hande Kader as a social issue.  

After the murder of Hande Kader, special reports that include opinions of LGBTI organizations and 
activists and point out social and political context of transgender murders are published in print media. 
In this special reports published in Cumhuriyet, Birgün and Evrensel, transgender murders are defined 
as hate crimes, media’s indifference to transgender murders are criticized and people are invited to 
participate in the protest against the murder of Hande Kader. Contrary to examples examined in 
previous sections of this report, these articles, which are produced with the purpose of drawing 
attention to transgender murders after Hande Kader, focus on LGBTIs affected by murder and LGBTI 
activists. Furthermore, they do not present the story within a frame with tabloid, forensic or intriguing 
elements, but as a social issue that can be discussed in terms of what happened before and after. 
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Figure 27: Cumhuriyet, 21 August 2016 
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Figure 28: Birgün, 19 August 2016 
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Figure 29: Günlük Evrensel, 20 August 2016 
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CONCLUSION  

As a result of our examination, we have found out that there is indifference to transgender murders in 
the media and many transgender murders are rarely or not at all covered in print media. We came to 
the conclusion that transgender murders covered by media are legitimized in various ways and socially 
decontextualized. In this report that examines how discriminatory discourse against transgender 
people is regenerated, we problematized the source of information of the news and frame of murder 
stories. Using perpetrator’s statement without questioning as a source of information and not allowing 
transgender people affected by the murder express themselves create a partial frame that may 
legitimize the murder and reduces the murders with social background to forensic cases. The frame of 
the news articles incites prejudices against transgender people and ignores seriousness of the murders. 
Private lives of the victims are exposed and murder stories are treated like tabloid material; sensational 
expressions are used and the incident is narrated like a thriller story; the news is presented to the 
reader as an ‘interesting’ story. The possibility of a hate crime is not questioned, seriousness of the 
issue is not discussed and political and social background of the murder and its relation to 
discrimination and prejudices against transgender people are not questioned. Besides, victims’ images 
evoking sexuality are used for complementing the story; the victim becomes a news material only with 
extreme emphasis on sexuality.  

Transphobic attitude and discourse used in murder news is revealed in choice of words. The word 
‘transvestite’, which has negative connotations in social understanding, is used for describing 
transgender people; in many cases, this word is used to mean a profession, not a gender identity. The 
names that the victims prefer are referred as ‘nickname’ and their ID names are used in articles. 
Murders are mentioned with rude, coldblooded and legitimizing words like ‘execution’. 

The murder of Hande Kader, which was the last transgender murder during our period of analysis, is 
covered with a more positive discourse compared to other examples. In these articles, a politically 
correct language is used; the fact that this is a hate murder and transgender murders have a social and 
political aspect is emphasized. In these articles, which can be said to be written with a rights journalism 
approach, opinions of transgender people and LGBTI activists are included; violations of rights and 
discrimination concerning transgender people are pointed out.  

We think that writing news in consideration of rights of transgender people and staying away from a 
transphobic discourse is the responsibility of every journalist and editor covering transgender murders, 
and that writing articles concerning LGBTIs with a rights-based approach in consideration of 
recommendations included KAOS GL’s media monitoring reports is highly important. In addition to 
these reports, documents like media reference guide issued by GLAAD (Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against 
Defamation) and booklets providing information about LGBTIs like “Frequently Asked Questions” 
booklet issued by KAOS GL would be useful. All of these documents can be found online.18 

In conclusion, our examination revealed that articles in print media covering transgender murders 
generate a discriminatory and dangerous discourse against transgender people. In most of the articles 
we examined, the way for different forms of violation against transgender people and new hate 
murders is paved by omission the possibility of a hate murder and normalization of the murders. When 
a crime is committed against a disadvantaged group, journalists should adopt a rights-based journalism 
and consider the possibility of a hate crime in covering such crimes. Otherwise, when discriminatory 
discourse against a victim having socially disadvantaged position is regenerated, a vicious circle would 
be created by giving way to new hate crimes and forms of violence through this discourse. In this 
regard, transgender murders should not be considered independently of forms of systematic 

                                                           
18 For KAOS GL’s publications including Frequently Asked Questions booklet and media monitoring reports, see 
www.kaosgldernegi.org/yayinlar.php  
    For GLAAD media reference guides see www.glaad.org/reference 
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discrimination and violence to which LGBTIs are subjected in social life, state mechanisms and before 
the law; in fact, the representation of LGBTIs in media is also a part of this issue. Given the relation 
between media and social perception, a discourse that doesn’t violate the rights of transgender people 
and reinforce prejudices against them would contribute to decrease of discrimination against 
transgender people in social life. All the same, the visibility of transgender people and LGBTIs in media 
should also be discussed. Featuring LGBTI people only when there is an issue related to LGBTIs, like 
when a gay person is killed or a celebrity comes out as transgender, indicates an attitude that excludes 
LGBTI people from ordinary flow of life. Inclusion of LGBTIs in news that concerns the entire society 
like elections, social events, arts, technology, education and sports is important in terms of acceptance 
of LGBTIs as a part of the society. 
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