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INTRODUCTION

As researches and media monitoring reports issued by various institutions often show, women and
LGBTI people are invisible in media in terms of issues related to daily life, sports, cultural activities and
social problems; in a limited number of articles about them, they are represented by stereotypes and
generally with a discriminatory discourse.! On the other hand, women and LGBTIs are certainly visible
in news of murder and violence in which they are victims or perpetrators. Furthermore, even the news
of murder and violence in which women and LGBTI people are victims function as a channel through
which discriminatory discourse against these groups are regenerated in different ways. While news
articles trivialize and legitimize violence through selection of sources of reference, structure of the
stories, preferred visual material, the discourse and titles, these groups become even more vulnerable
in the face of discrimination and violence.

This report aims to explore discriminatory discourse against transgender people in terms of the way
murders of transgender women are covered. We examined 28 news articles with the method of critical
discourse analysis; these articles have been selected as examples from the news articles covering the
murders of transgender women that were published in national print newspapers between January
2013 and August 2016. The focus of our examination was the instruments that are used for reinforcing
discrimination and prejudices against transgender women.

In the articles covering murders of transgender women, discrimination and discriminatory discourse
are dangerously normalized by the trivialization of the violence against transgender people through
traditional understanding and practice of gender. In this regard, examining the ways transgender
murders, which are the ultimate point of violence against transgender people, are covered and
dangerous discourse that is generated in this process and giving way to new forms of violence through
examples is particularly important. Given the series of political, legal and socioeconomic discrimination
to which the targeted group has been subjected, systematic inequality they are subjected to, and
stereotypes and hostile attitude which are constantly regenerated especially by media, coverage of
transgender murders become even more significant.

Media’s way of covering the actions that can be considered hate crimes and presenting the victims or
the incident, and preferred discourse may give way to justification of the action and/or concealment
of the discrimination underlying the crime.? Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
(OSCE) defines hate crime as the following: “Any criminal offence, including offences against persons
or property, where the victims, premises, or target of the offence are selected because of their real or
perceived connection, attachment, affiliation, support, or membership of a group [that] may be based
upon a characteristic common to its members, such as real or perceived race, national or ethnic origin,
language, color, religion, sex, age, mental or physical disability, sexual orientation, or other similar
factor.”? Since hate crimes are aggressive actions to which the victims are subjected because of their
existence (in other words, because of their real or perceived ethnic identity, religion, sect, sexual
orientation and gender identity and so on), other members of the targeted group fear that they might
be subjected to a similar attack. Hate crime may be directed to only one person, but psychologically it
can harm the entire society. As long as media ignores hate crimes or covers them with affirmative
language, other people are kept encouraged to commit similar crimes.

12013, 2014, 2015, 2016 Medya izleme Raporlari, KAOS GL Dernegi [2013, 2014, 2015, 2016 Media Monitoring
Reports, KAOS GL Association]. Source: http://www.kaosgldernegi.org/yayin.php?id=6

2 Ulusal Basinda Nefret Suglari: 10 Yil, 10 Ornek, Sosyal Degisim Dernegi [Hate Crimes in National Media: 10
Years, 10 Examples, Social Change Association], 2010, s. 17

3 Combating Hate Crimes in the OSCE Region, An Overview of Statistics, Legislation and National Initiatives,
OSCE - ODIHR, 2005, p. 12



http://www.kaosgldernegi.org/yayin.php?id=6

In order to define an offence as hate crime, the offence must be based on the assumption of victim’s
membership or non-membership to a certain group and the offender must have a motivation based
on prejudice or hate.* When it is determined that the victim is a member of a disadvantaged group in
the society because of their ethnicity, religion, sect, sexual orientation, gender identity etc., it must be
investigated whether the perpetrator had a motivation based on prejudice or hate.> Given the forms
of discrimination to which transgender people are subjected and the common prejudices against their
very existence and living practices, media has a particularly important responsibility: it should cover
these incidents keeping this fact in mind, it should be careful not to give way to different forms of
violence against transgender people and not to facilitate other hate crimes.

Discriminatory discourse and prejudice that shape the coverage of transgender murders in print media
cannot be examined independently of representation of LBGTI people in media in general. Before we
move on to the findings of this study, it would be useful to mention the data obtained by studies that
focus on LGBTI’s representation in media in order to understand media’s general attitude concerning
this issue.

4 Hate Crime Laws: A Practical Guide, OSCE-ODIHR, 2009, p. 16
5 Ulas Karan, Nefret Suglarindan Ne Anliyoruz?, Nefret Suclari ve Nefret Séylemi icinde [What We Understand
from Hate Crimes in Hate Crimes and Hate Speech], Hrant Dink Vakfi Yayinlari, 2010, sf. 59
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REPRESENTATION OF LGBTI PEOPLE IN THE MEDIA

In KAOS GL Association’s 2013-2016 media watch reports, many news articles on LGBTIs are featured
in “negative articles” category. In these articles, LGBTIs are presented as sexual objects, criminalized,
caricaturized, portrayed as ‘sick’, ‘pervert’, or ‘sinner’ and treated as tabloid material. In this way,
LGBTI stereotypes are regenerated; hate speech based on sexual orientation and gender identity are
regenerated by legitimizing violence against LGBTIs, targeting LGBTI organizations, featuring only
assaulters’ accounts in news covering hate crimes and using LGBTIs for discriminating other groups;
and visual material that reinforces prejudices and humiliates the victims are used. Furthermore, in
many articles, ID names of transgender people are used and misinformation about LGBTI community
is included.®

Discriminatory discourse and hate speech against LGBTI people in media can also be found in news
covering LGBTI murders. According to the report that is titled “News Covering Hate Murders against
LGBTIs in Media” issued by Kaos GL in 2007, these news articles focus victim’s “clothes and behaviors”
during the murder; they imply that the victim deserved such a violent action by exposing victim’s
personal life and incidents of violence are covered like tabloid material. Moreover, since the articles
are generally shaped around the defense of the suspects, these articles become partial, homophobic
and transphobic.”

Besides, while we were scanning print media with the information we gained from KAOS GL’s media
watch on hate crime reports, we came to realize that many transgender murders are rarely or not at
all covered in print media. We also realized that some murder stories draw more interest, while there
is a suggestive silence concerning transgender murders. For instance, according to the “Human Rights
Watch Based on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity” report issued by KAOS GL in 2015, 4
transgender people were killed in 2015. While one of them wasn’t covered by print media, 9 articles
were written about the other three; 6 of them were about the same murder. The one in which print
media was interested more was covered like a tabloid story rather than a murder story.

Attacks against transgender people are generally covered as ‘actions caused by victim’s provocation’.
Crimes ranging from an obvious attack to murder are treated as ‘natural’ results of ‘scenes’ made by
the victims. As media acts on heteronormative model of gender, discrimination against LGBTIs is
regenerated in media on discursive level. As long as this discriminatory discourse is not prevented, it
will keep contributing to the actions costing LGBTI people’s lives.

62013, 2014, 2015, 2016 Medya izleme Raporlari, KAOS GL Dernegi [2013, 2014, 2015, 2016 Media Monitoring
Reports, KAOS GL Association]. See also Medyada LGBTi’lere Yénelik Nefret Séylemi Raporu, Pembe Hayat
Dernegi ve KAOS GL Dernegi [Report on Hate Speech against LGBTIs in Media]. Souce:
http://www.kaosgldernegi.org/yayin.php?id=6

7 Medyada LGBTT Bireylere Yonelik Nefret Cinayetleri Raporu [Report on Hate Crimes against LGBTIs in Media],
KAOS GL Dernegi, 2007


http://www.kaosgldernegi.org/yayin.php?id=6

TRANSGENDER WOMEN MURDERS IN PRINT MEDIA:
2013-2016

As the first step of this study, we scanned national print media material between January 2013 and
August 2016 with the keywords ‘trans’, ‘transvestite’® as part of the contribution of media monitoring
agency® and with names of transgender women mentioned in the murders reported by KAOS GL. In
this way, we found transgender women murders during this period that were covered in national print
media. Then, we examined 28 examples under four titles.

In most of the articles we found, transgender murders are legitimized, trivialized and detached from
its social context by preference of sources, structure of the stories and choice of words. In the first
part, we examined the articles on the basis of the way sources are selected and discussed its
consequences. In the second part titled ‘structure of the stories’, we focused on the narration of the
articles by regarding the frame of the articles, the way stories are presented and in which context the
murder is depicted. In the third part, we focused on how the choice of words in articles regenerates
discriminatory discourse against transgender people. In the final part, we featured positive examples
that cover the murders with a rights-based approach.

While KAOS GL’s annual media monitoring reports provide a general picture concerning LGBTI’s
presentation in the media based on the news about LGBTIs published throughout the year, this report
focuses on transgender murders and selected articles are analyzed in terms of style and content. It is
seen that discriminatory discourse analyzed in KAOS GL reports is used also in articles covering
transgender murders; it is used even for justifying and trivializing the murders. This report, which
focuses on the period between January 2013-August 2016 and coverage of transgender murders only
in national print media, confirms the general observations in KAOS GL's report ‘Hate Crimes Against
LGBTIs in Media’ issued in 2017, through the selected articles that are subjected to discourse analysis;
it also reveals that dangerous discourse that national print media uses in covering transgender murders
hasn’t changed in about 10 years. In other words, the reason why the articles categorized as “negative
articles” in KAOS GL reports are discriminatory is explained under three titles through a close
examination of articles’ style and content. Furthermore, this report focuses on how the murder of
transgender woman Hande Kader is covered by media. From the articles covering this murder, the
ones which adopt a rights-based approach and cover the protests against this murder are featured as
good alternatives to the articles analyzed before them.

8 For the full list of keywords, see: http://hrantdink.org/attachments/article/256/Anahtar%20kelimeler.pdf

9 As part of “Media Watch on Hate Speech” Project, all national newspapers and around 500 local newspapers
are monitored on the basis of predetermined keywords (e.g., conniving, enemy of the Turks, traitor, bigot, giaour,
and refugee) via the media monitoring center. Research team reads the articles and columns filtered by these
keywords, and identifies items containing hate speech against ethnic, national and religious groups. Also, certain
keyword under the category of gender identity and sexual orientation (e.g., woman, homosexual, headscarf, and
pervert) are used for scanning print media. Iltems found by these keywords are included in media watch reports
under the category of “Other Disadvantaged Groups” as examples to hate speech against women and LGBTIs.
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Source of the news stories

In this section, we focus on from whom or where the information included in the articles come. In
these articles, only judicial and police reports are used in order to explain the motives of the murder
and account of the perpetrators are presented as the sole fact, creating a context that affirms
prejudices against transgender people. In the examples we analyzed, the question “why did it happen”,
which is a part of mainstream journalism principle Five W’s, is tried to be answered in reference to
claims and excuses of the murderer and they are taken as read. Looking for the motive of the murder
in the statements of the murderer instead of considering experiences of LGBTI people and forms of
violence to which they are subjected within social relations shaped by gender stereotypes, and overall
social background of transgender murders gives way to one-dimensional picture. For instance, claiming
that the murderer was provoked on the basis of his own statements and creating the impression that
this is why the murder is committed without referring to any source amounts to instrumentalization
of the victim having no right to reply in the process of regeneration of sexist and moralist prejudices
concerning transgender people, and adding another level to forms of multileveled discrimination to
which LGBTI people are subjected. In other words, when a multidimensional incident with a social and
political background is presented only in reference to judicial reports and police sources, victim’s own
story and humane aspect of the incident is obscured and murder becomes something to which people
get easily accustomed.

This discourse, which is not peculiar to transgender murders but also used in news articles concerning
LGBTIs and women, does not only characterize a type of journalism which is sexist and far from being
rights-based, but also directly affects transgender people’s daily social experiences and future
relationships. Furthermore, in addition to widespread transgender murders, such coverage intensifies
perceived and real threat against transgender people, who become more frightened and ‘concealed’
in participating in social life. Moreover, forming a causal link between the provocation and murder is
reminiscent of a construct that is frequently seen in articles covering violence against LGBTIs and
women. In other words, instead of social and political background and the perpetrator itself, existence
and actions of the victim is referred as the motive of the murder and sexist and
homophobic/transphobic attitude takes on an unquestionable legitimacy.

Travesti olduruldu

Kusadasi’'nda ‘Dora’ takma isimli
travesti Hiiseyin Ugur Ozer (24) evinde
bicaklanarak
oldirtldd.
Travestinin cep
telefonuyla diztistii
bilgisayarini da
alip kacan katil
Serdar O. (22)
yakalandi. Katil
“Iliskiye girdik.
Sonra aramizda
tartisma cikti.
Onu oldirdiim”
dedi. W Latif
SANSUR/DHA
Figure 1: Posta, 11 July 2013

Hiiseyin Ozer



As seen in many articles on transgender murders, the article shown in Figure 1 features only
murderer’s statements. With murderer’s statement “We had an intercourse. Then we argued. | killed
her”, the argument is pointed out as the motive of the murder. Furthermore, private life of the victim
is exposed by stating that there was an intercourse based on the murderer’s claims and tabloid
elements of the story is highlighted. Providing the detail of having intercourse in articles on
transgender murders also points to a context. Given the common social imagination concerning
transgender people’s living conditions and transphobic prejudices, qualification of murderer’s claim of
having intercourse with the victim as newsworthy casts doubt on ‘innocence’ of the deceased to the
extent that it trivializes the loss of the person, making mourning after them unnecessary. Furthermore,
it provides instruction to the reader for completing the missing parts in the articles framed in this way.

Travesti Dora’ya"
4 bicak darbesi

AYDIN’IN Kusadasa ilge-
sinde “Dora” takma ismiyle
taninan 24 yasindaki Hiiseyin
Ugur Ozer, evinde bigaklana-
rak oldirildi.

Iddiaya gore olay soyle gelis-
ti: Onceki aksam birlikte kaldig
arkadas: H.B. ile telefonla gorii-
sen Ozer, birisi ile eve gelece-
gini ve arkadasindan gikmasi-
n1 istedi. Saat 18.00 siralarinda
birlikte kaldiklar: evi terk eden
H.B., 1.5 saat sonra dondiigiin-
de Ozer'i kanlar icinde buldu.

Ozer’in 4 yerinden bigaklanarak
oldiigii belirlendi. Ozer’in otur-
dugu sitenin giivenlik kamera-
larin1 inceleyen polis, telagh bir
sekilde binadan gikan bir kisi-
yi saptadi. Aragtirma sonun-

da bu kisinin Kusadasi’'nda

bir magazada galigan S.0. (22)
oldugu belirlendi. Yakalanan
S.0., Ozer’le iliskiye girmek
igin pazarlik yaptiklarini anlag-
mazlik yasayinca bigaklayarak
oldiirdiigiindi itiraf etti.

Ufuk BAKSI / SABAH

Figure 2: Sabah, 11 July 2013

The article published in Sabah on July 11, 2013, which covers the same murder, includes the murderer’s
statements as well: “S.0. admitted that they were bargaining for having intercourse and he stabbed
her to death after having a disagreement.” In this way, murder is presented as an ‘inevitable’
consequence of a possible disagreement in ‘such a relationship’ on the one hand and the fact that the
deceased is a sex worker is highlighted on the other hand. Furthermore, like the article above, this
article also implies that the incident has a ‘dark’ and ‘uncanny’ aspect outside the moral boundaries by
putting an emphasis on intercourse and bargain. With such an emphasis, social prejudices are
reinforced by framing the details about a transgender woman’s life in a one-dimensional way and the
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serious and grave nature of the murder is concealed with the help of ‘ugly’ portrait of the deceased.
In two articles covering the same murder, we see that two high-circulating newspapers belonging to
two different media groups use the same discourse in covering a transgender murder.

Kusadasi’nda travesti cinayeti

Kusadasi'nda yasayan Dora takma isimli travesti evinde bicaklanarak dldiiriildii.
Arkadasi, kendisinden haber alamayinca eve gitti ve Doranin cesediyle karsilasti

ydm’in Kugad: lh,umdn Ilord()n.r

Hande polisi
aradi
Bicaklanarak
oldiiriildiigi
belirlenen
Hiiseyin Ugur
(Ozer'in cesedi
evdeki inceleme
sonrasi otopsi i¢in
morga kaldmld1,
Site sakinleri, blok
gevresinde fuhug
ve hirsizlik
olaylarmm
artmast fizerine iki kez genel kurulda
merkezi giivenlik kamerast sistemi
kurulmasim kara
travestinin yagadif bu eve giren ¢ikan
birgok Kisinin oldugunu soyledi. Cinayet
stiphelisi olarak 22 yagindaki Serdar O,
yakal cki

w ikleri iligki sonrast
uralannda «,\kan tartigmada bicaklayarak
oldiirdiigiint soyledigi Ggrenildi. DHA

Figure 3: Taraf, 11 July 2013

The article published in Taraf on July 11, 2013, which covers the same murder, is titled “Transvestite
murder in Kusadasi” and the statements of “housing estate residents” are reported: “The residents
stated that in general meetings they decided to set up video surveillance system after the increase in
incidents of prostitution and robbery around the block, and numerous people were coming to the
house of two transvestites.” With these remarks, transgender identity is associated with ‘prostitution’
and robbery and presented as an element of the story. Thus, while the prejudices against transgender
people are reinforced through the murder, this background information selected and represented by
the reporter is used for pointing to ‘uncanny’ lives of transgender people as the motive of murder.
More importantly, the details about the victim’s life that the society ‘wouldn’t approve’ make the life
of the deceased worthless and create a context in which the readers would regard her loss
meaningless. As in many articles about transgender people, the image of transgender people as an
element of disturbance that ‘unsettle’ the society with their existence is also used in articles covering
transgender murders.

As we have seen in the article above, the statements of transgender people who are affected by the
murder and feel uneasy and frightened after the murder or the friends of the deceased are not
featured. While the statements of the murderer and “residents” are covered, other people knowing
the deceased are not used as a source of reference in the construct of the article. Thus, the article
directs the reader with what it omits as well as what it includes and provides a frame to interpret and
perceive the incident.

Furthermore, as seen in some examples above, inclusion of the statements of the murderer or the
residents without any question and presentation of these statements as the only fact about this
incident give way to recirculation and justification of common prejudices against transgender people
through the statements of the sources. Such articles also prevent the reader from developing different
views concerning transgender murders and LGBTIs in general and hinder creation of a platform in
which social and political context of the issue might be discussed. In other words, the frame of article
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in gquestion does not only impose a one-dimensional scenario reinforcing discrimination against
transgender people, but also renders imagining and discussing different scenarios difficult.

In addition to the examples above, we have also seen articles based on unidentified sources and
suggesting ambiguous reasons as motive of murder. In such articles, murders are presented to the
reader behind a veil of mystery and with incomplete and ambiguous information.

Teki rdaﬂg’da >

#'T 1
Tartnsma dliimle sonuclandu s.idek“dagpai‘;k CT"“imf,'i:{,

Teklrda g'm Corlu ilcesinde, bir kisi
evinde bicaklanarak 6ldirtildii. All-
nan bilgiye gore, Esentepe Mahallesi
Emlak Konutlar'nda oturan travesti
F.A. (35) ile evine gelen F.T. arasinda

heniiz belirlenemeyen bir nedenle tar- gore Faruk T., evine git-
tisma cikti. Kavgaya doniisen olayda, tigi travesti Ferhat A.’y1
F.T, bigakla F.A'y1 yaraladi. Cok sayida bilinmeyen bir nedenden
bicak darbesi alan A, olay yerinde ha- dﬂlﬂYl bl&aklayxp ('ﬂdﬁrdu.
yatin1 kaybetti. F.A'nin cesedi, incele- : 1dan bindi
melerin  ardindan  Corlu  Devlet & talmmm sof‘orﬁne m
Hastanesi morguna kaldimldi. Siipheli nanlan anlatan Faruk T.
F.T, Havuzlar Mahallesi'nde saklandig1 taksicinin ihbari sonucu 1
evde yakalandi. (AA) saat sonra yakaland. -DHA
Figure 4: Anayurt, 23 March 2016 Figure 5: Karar, 21 March 2016

In two articles above, the source is not specified; only remarks like “according to the acquired
information” and “according to claims” are used. In Figure 4, the motive of murder is presented as
“argument” based on the information from unidentified source. The story covering murder of Aleda is
titled “Argument resulted in death”; in this way, the possibility of a hate crime is ignored and it is
implied that the murder was the result of an argument happened for “unknown reasons” and the
deceased is not a victim but only a party to the argument ended up being killed. Thus, it is also implied
that the murder was an ordinary one and it wouldn’t have happened, if there were no argument.
Moreover, assumption of the direct link between the argument and murder points to a problematic
practice of journalism in itself independently of the gender identity of the deceased. This article
resembles the way in which femicides are covered in that it attributes a meaning to the act of
‘argument’ and constructs the murder as a direct and legitimate result of the argument; it shifts the
focus from the murderer to the victim and to the ‘mysterious and uncanny situation’ involving the two,
which inevitably led to the murder. A similar ‘mysterious and uncanny situation’ is also implied in the
article shown in Figure 5, which states that the murder was caused by “an unknown reason”. The
murder is treated as a forensic case and presented as a story with incomplete information and
unidentified sources to enable the reader to complete the story by oneself. In this way, the social
aspect of transgender murders is concealed and a discourse inciting prejudices is regenerated.
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Structure of the stories

Like many texts, news articles are also written in a frame, highlighting some elements in a story
structure. Information that the reader receives within a context is a factor that shapes the way they
interpret the news. In this section, we focus on how the context is constructed and the literary story-
like structure of the articles. In the articles we analyzed, murders are covered in a tabloid context, as
a part of an ‘interesting’ story with private life of the victim at the center. Murder is presented to the
reader with sensational and intriguing expressions and forensic details are highlighted. Murders are
not covered as social issues, but as a tabloid material or forensic issue. Visual material that exposes
victim’s body and evoking sexuality accompanies to this language used for attracting the reader; thus,
the murder presented like a tabloid story is made more attractive to the reader. Moreover, some
articles are presented with incomplete information by suggesting obscure reasons; murders are
narrated like mysterious stories arousing curiosity.

According to Declaration of Rights and Responsibilities of Journalists in Turkey, right to privacy may be
considered void, if there is an investigation or publication concerning crime or corruption, an attitude
affecting the society negatively; protecting security and health of the society; preventing the
expressions or actions of the individuals in question from deceiving people or from leading them to
mistake. Under these conditions, private life may be mentioned after considering whether the exposed
part of person’s life is directly related to the issue and whether private life of the person in question
affects their public activity. Even if none of the aforementioned conditions are met and there is no
public interest in articles on transgender murders, private life and existence of the deceased is exposed
and stereotypes of transgender people are spread again. The articles go off on a tangent and a grave
murder that is likely a hate crime is narrated carelessly as if it is a tabloid story. Tabloid-like and erotized
language in murder stories ignores social and political background paving the way for these murders
and maintains social conditions creating the current situation, making LGBTI community even more
vulnerable. While there is no effort for revealing if there is a motive of hate or for covering the murder
with the right language and attitude, sometimes there is a great effort for exposing private life of the
deceased and causing a stir through it. In this regard, it might be said that the life, physical and social
existence of the deceased is presented as an ‘object of desire’ that the reader can consume quickly
with the images, narration and frame used in covering transgender murders.

Gunduz haba
i>gece ‘Alev’

‘ . kesilmis, cesitli yerlerinden F.K,, geceleri ‘Alev’ oluyordu.
- . -!“, 1 QOCUK babaS| n I n bicaklanmus bir travestinin Ailesine “Aksamlar1 bir isada-
A cesedi bulundu. Polis, sar1 peruk  minin soférliigiint yapiyorum”

z IE  OlUMUNUN ardinda  fxan, radin koyatetti bukisk. . diyen R K. Alev takm smiyle

¢ L . nin 35 yasindaki F.K. oldugu- Avecilar'da pazarliga cikiyordu.
F‘%’ ®||S| b| le Oke eden nu tespit etti. Yapilan inceleme- Cantasi kayip olan ‘Alev’i bir
~
= 5 . A de, F.K'nin 3 yillik evlive 1 co- miisterisinin éldurdiga disi-
blr hlkaye glktl cuk babast oldugu belirlendi.  niiliiyor. Mustafa SEKEROGLU/24'te

Figure 6: Habertiirk, 6 December 2015

i y 3 YILLIK EVLiYDi ‘SOFOR’ YALANI
IStanbu' da Avcilar’da 4 giin nce bogazi Gundiizleri aile babasi olan
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Travesti cinayetinin ardindan
‘gizlt’ bir hayat oykusu cikt

Travesti cinayetinin ardindan bambaska bir hayat cikti.
istanbul Avcilar'da bogazi kesilerek éldiriilen ‘Alev’in,

1 cocuk babasi F.K. oldugu anlasildi. Cevresine geceleri 6zel
soforliik yaptigini sdyleyen 35 yasindaki F.K., evden ¢iktiktan
sonra kadin kiyafetleri giyip musterileriyle birlikte oluyormus

|Mustafa_ <y~ STANBULda
| SEKEROGLU 4 giin 6nce

sokak orta-
= sinda vahsi bir
L= cinayete kur-
4 ban giden tra-
| mﬂ’ ini 7
| 23136133 vestinin yasam

oykusii, herkesi
saskinliga ugratti. Aveilar Cihan-
gir Mahallesi’nde polise bas-
vuran bir nsaat bekeisi, kaldigi
kullibeye bir travestinin kanlar
icinde gelerek yardim istedigini
aktardi. Olay yerine giden polis,
bogaz1 kesilen ve cesitli
yerlerinden bicaklanan
travestinin 6ldiigiini
tespit etti. Ceset tizerinde
yapilan incelemede, sar1
renk peruk takan kadin
kuyafetli kisinin 35 yasindaki
F XK. oldugu tespit edildi.

‘OZEL SOFORLUK

YAPIYORUM’

Arastirmada F.K.’nin giindiiz
baska, gece bambaska bir
hayat stirdiigii ortaya cikti.
35 yasindaki F.K.'nin 3 yil
once evlendigi ve 1 cocuk
sahibi oldugu, ailesine ve
yakin ¢evresine ise gece bir
isadaminin 6zel soférlagini
yaptigini soyledigi 6grenildi.
Evden ayrildiktan sonra
cantasina koydugu kadin
kayafetlerini giyen, makyaj
yapan, peruk takan F.K.'nin,
Aveilar'da yol kenarinda
muisteri bekledigi anlasildi.

Figure 7: Habertiirk, 6 December 2015

LGBTT. y?mlsma
‘Deme w’veKaos (c]
An| yaptdi, .
K.’nin 8ldi-
rilmesini protesto etti.

Arkadaslar1 ve musteri-
leri tarafindan “Alev” olarak
taninan F.K.'nin bir miisterisi
tarafindan bicaklandig sani-
liyor. Olay: goren arkadasla-
rinin, “Alev caddede calistig1
sirada miusteri olarak yakla-
san bir erkek tarafindan bicakli
saldiriya ugradi” bilgisini ver-
Mudurligia Cinayet Bliro Amir-
ligi ekipleri, bolgedeki kamera
goriintilerini incelemeye aldi.
Cenazesi memleketinde
topraga verilen F.K.’nin, icinde
cep telefonu ve clizdaninin
bulundugu cantasinin da
kayip oldugu belirlendi.

The article published in Habertiirk on December 6, 2015 can be used as an example to the articles that
present the murder as a story with the victim’s private life at center. In Habertiirk’s headline story
titled “Father during daytime, Alev at night”, the focus is not the murder of transgender Alev who was
killed on December 2, 2015, but the sensational details about their life. The fact that the deceased was
married with children is highlighted in the title and content again and again; the existence of the
deceased is reduced to their “secret life” at night and presented to the reader in this way with the title
of “A ‘secret’ life underlying the murder of a transvestite”.
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HABERTURK’UN ORTAYA CIKARDIGI iSTANBUL’DAKI AILE DRAMI

‘Alev’m esi hamile

Istanbul’da bogazi kesilerek éldiiriilen evli ve
1 cocuklu ‘travesti Alev’in esi 6 aylik hamile cikti

Dram icinde Alev takma adini
dram! Gecen hafta kullanan D.O.’nun
Avcilar’da bogazi kardesi, “Soforluk

kesilen evli, 1 co- yaptigini soyleye-
cuk babasi travesti rek esini kan-
D.O.’nun esinin dirmais. Ailesine
ikinci cocuguna bakmak icin bu
hamile oldugu yola basvurmus
ortaya cikti. olabilir” dedi. 6'da

Figure 8: Habertiirk, 10 December 2015

Habertiirk’s interest in the victim’s private life continued. On December 10, 2015, an article was
published again on the front page, which was almost the same with the one published four days ago;
with the new information concerning the life of the deceased, the article is put into circulation once
again. Like the one published four days ago, the article in question has a title that has nothing to do
with the murder: “Alev’s wife is pregnant”. Also, with the top heading “Family tragedy in Istanbul
revealed by Habertlirk”, the newspaper shows that it is proud to reveal a detail that is not directly
related to the murder; with the expression “family tragedy”, it gets off the point and provides a
background that can be consumed quickly by distracting the reader from the murder to ‘tragic’ details
of the victim’s life. A wedding photo accompanies the article, which supports the story presented to
the reader.

The fact that this murder was the most frequently covered transgender murder in print media during
2015 can be considered a functional indicator for understanding how media sees transgender murders.
While many transgender murders are ignored by print media, this particular murder was used as a
headline story; unfortunately, it wasn’t because the media wanted to point to serious and urgent
nature of different forms of violence to which transgender people are subjected and transgender
murders; the media just wanted to highlight an interesting and tabloid-like material that is presented
to the reader. Two articles published in Habertiirk do not even focus on the murder itself, let alone
guestioning the element of hate in the murder and social background harboring this hate. The victim’s
private life, gender identity, and existence outside gender roles imposed on men and women are
presented to the reader with the logic of ‘yellow journalism’. On the other hand, the double life of the
deceased, if it is true, may be an important element of this murder story, given the living conditions of
transgender people. However, a news article in which social factors that forced the deceased to choose
this life are not mentioned and questioned turns this social fact into a gossip material, like the example
above shows.

In the articles we examined, we have seen that if the deceased is a sex worker, this detail is highlighted
without exception. Generally, being a sex worker is presented with a criminal frame. In many articles,
the fact that the deceased is a sex worker is used for making the crime sound natural by emphasizing
that the murderer was a client or associating being a sex worker with crime; it is implied that murder
is an expected end for sex workers and the existence of the deceased is reduced to being a sex worker.
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YDIN Kusadasr'nda énceki ak-  tespit edilen S.0.’niin éldirdigi
sam evinde 6lduriimis olarak  iddia edilen Dora Ozer takma adli

bulanan Dora Ozer takma jsimli H.U.O.’nlin cep telefonu, dizls-
travesti 24 yasindaki H.U.O.'ntin tu bilgisayari, cantasi gibi sahsi
katil zanlisi 22 yasindaki mus- esyalarini da evinde buldu. Yapilan
terisi S.0. yapilan operasyonla ilk sorgulamada sugunu itiraf
yakalandi. Cevredeki glivenlik eden S.0.'nlin eve musteri olarak
kameralari ve gorgl taniklarindan  gittiklerini, iliskiye girdikten sonra
yola ¢ikan ekipler, 15 saat gibi kisa  Ucret konusunda anlasamadiklari
bir stirede olayi aydinlatti. Poli- icin tartistiklarini ve éldrdGgund
sin titiz calismasi sonucu adresi sOyledigi 6grenildi. (IHA)

Figure 9: Sok, 12 July 2013

For instance, Sok’s article covering the murder of Dora is titled “The murderer of Dora turns out to be
a client”; in this way, the fact that the deceased is a sex worker is emphasized and it is implied that
murder is an expected end for transgender sex workers. It is also stated, “It is reported that S.0. went
to the house as a client and he committed murder after having an argument because of the
disagreement on the payment”; with this statement, the murder is reduced to a simple bargaining
issue and presented to the reader with a mysterious tone through obscure remarks.

Travesti cinayetini
TAKSICI COZDU

Faruk T, travesti Ferhat A.'y1 evinde bicaklayarak
oldiirdii. Olaydan sonra bindigi taksi soforiine ci-
nayet tsledlglm anlatan Faruk T, gozaltina alind.

LAY, TEKIRDAG'm Corlu iicesinde

bir apartmanda meydana geldi. Faruk
T.'nin, evine gittigi iddiaya gore travesti Fer-
hat A. ile arasinda kavga gikt. Faruk T, Fer-
hat Ay igaklayarak, evden aynidi.

YATAK ODASINDA OLDURMUS

Uzerindeki kanh elbiselerle apart-
manin dniine ¢agrdigi taksiye binen
Faruk T, siiriicilye cinayet isledigini
soyledi. Taksi sofdrii durumu polise ha-
ber verdi. Ekipler, girdikleri evin yatak
odasinda Ferhat A.'mn cesedini buldu.

Figure 10: Aksam, 21 March 2016

Aksam'’s article published on March 21, 2016 covering the murder of transgender named Aleda is titled
“The taxi driver solved the transvestite murder”, with the emphasis on the fact that the murderer was
detained after he told about the murder to the taxi driver. The newsworthy details about the murder,
the fact that the deceased belongs to a disadvantaged group, an expert statement concerning the
frequency and political context of transgender murders and statements of different parties are not
included in the article, but forensic and attracting details are highlighted with ornamental language.
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The fact that the murderer was comfortable enough to tell about the murder to the taxi driver must
have led the journalist to question the motive of hate in the murder, but the journalists in this example
used this detail to structure the story in a way to attract the reader.

Figure 11: Sok, 21 March 2016

The same murder is covered by Sok on March 21 with the title of “Transvestite Ferhat is riddled by
knife”. This title does not only cover an incident that cost a person’s life with rude expressions like
“riddled by knife”, but also dehumanizes the victim.

Figure 12: Korkusuz, 11 March 2016

17



Another example to sensational coverage of transgender murders can be found in KorkusuZz's article
covering the murder of Buse, published on March 11, 2016. With the title of “Surprising images from
transvestite murder”, forensic details are highlighted once again and with the phrase “surprising
images”, it is presented with a language used in paparazzi journalism; the intention is to arouse
curiosity and thus to make the story more read, consumed and spread.

As can be seen in the articles above, the stories are accompanied by images that may evoke sexuality
and the victim’s body is exposed. According to KAOS GL’s annual media monitoring reports, LGBTI
people are presented as sexual objects not only with the language but also with the images.’° Such
visual material is often found in articles covering transgender murders. Even in stories about
transgender murders, which are likely committed on the basis of hate and prejudice given the violence
and discrimination against transgender people, sexuality is extremely emphasized with images
reinforcing stereotypes; the graveness and social background of the murder is ignored. Images
exposing their body and evoking sexuality are used instead of, for example, photos showing
transgender people with their friends, cooking or reading a book. With these images, the existence of
transgender people is limited to sexuality and their existence in other areas of life is omitted from the
frame of the articles.

As it is stated in KAOS GL’s “Hate Crimes Committed in Turkey On the Basis of Homophobia and
Transphobia in 2015” report, “Because of social exclusion and prejudices, area of employment of
majority of transgender women is restricted to —illicit- sex work. In this regard, we see hate crimes
almost on a daily basis.”'* However, in the articles in which these transgender women are the victim,
nothing is said about why transgender people cannot be freely present in public sphere, why they are
led to be sex workers, and the dangers of this situation. In fact, news articles covering the murder of a
transgender sex worker can be used for addressing this problem, questioning this social exclusion and
its consequences and raising awareness of LGBTI rights.

In sum, in the articles above, not the murder itself but the victim’s private life is covered for presenting
an ‘interesting’ story to the reader and the focus is shifted from the murder. In this way, victim’s life is
used as an instrument for regenerating prejudices against transgender people and inciting
discrimination. Articles’ frame and structure that center on victim’s private life put the murders in a
disdainful context.

10 KAOS GL Dernegi Medya izleme Raporlari 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016 [2013, 2014, 2015, 2016 Media Monitoring
Reports, KAOS GL Association]

112015 yilinda Tiirkiye’de Gerceklesen Homofobi veya Transfobi Temelli Nefret Suglari Raporu [Hate Crimes
Committed in Turkey On the Basis of Homophobia and Transphobia in 2015], KAOS GL Dernegi, p.14, 2016
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Choice of words

Like the structure and frame of the news articles, the words used in the articles also reflect the
perspective of heteronormative gender regime. The words and expressions used in the articles direct
the reader with certain connotations. For instance, in almost all articles we examined, transgender
people are defined with the word ‘transvestite’ which has negative connotations in social perception.

TRAVEST]
CINAYETI

Tekirdag’in
Corlu ilgesinde bir
apartmanda meydana
gelen olayda, Faruk
T. evine gittigi travesti

[
Faruk T, olaydan
Ferhat A. ile tartisti. Farll<1 saat sonfa yakalandi.

T., Ferhat A.’yi bicaklayarak evden ayrildi.
Uzerindeki kanli elbiselerle apartmanin
online cadirdig taksiye binen Faruk T.,
stirlicliye cinayet isledigini sdyledi. Sofor,
olayi polise iletti. Faruk T.’nin taksiye bindigi
binaya giden polis, evde Ferhat A.’nin
cesedini buldu. Faruk T. yaklasik 1 saat sonra
yakalanarak gozaltina alindi.
® MEHMET YIRUN Tekirdag DHA

Figure 13: Milliyet, 21 March 2016

Travestiye evinde 4 bu;ak'

Aydin Kusadasi’nda, ‘Dora’ olarak taninan 24 yasindaki travesti Hiseyin
Ugur Ozer, evinde 4 yerinden bigaklanarak élddriilmiis halde bulundu

YDIN'1n Kusadas1
Tlcesi'ndeki
Itingtivercin
Sitesi'nde arkadas: H.B.
ile birlikte kalan ‘Dora’
takma adl travesti

yerine gelen polis
ekiplerinin yaptig: ilk
incelemede, Ozer'in 4
kez bicaklanarak
oldirildagi belirlendi.
Kap ontinde 6la

bulunan Ozer’in tim
ozel egyalarinin da
calindig1 belirtildi. Ozer,
Kusadas1 Hamim
Camisi’ndeki cenaze
namazinin ardindan
Adalhizade Mezarhgi'na defnedildi.

Ote yandan olayin faili olarak gozaltina
aliman S.0. ¢ikanldigi mahkemece
tutukland:. W Zafer HACISALIHOGLU/AHT

Figure 14: Habertiirk, 11 July 2013

Hiuseyin Ugur Ozer,
arkadas: H.B.yi arayarak
eve misafiri getirecegini
ve evden ayrilmasi
gerektigini soyledi.
Bunun tizerine H.B., saat
18.00 siralarinda evden ayrildi. Saat 19.30
siralarinda yeniden eve donen H.B.,
travesti Ozer’i bicaklanarak 6ldiirtlmis
halde buldu. H.B.’nin ihbari lizerine olay

Dora
takma adl

Hiiseyin
Ugur Ozer

ISTANBUL Atasehir'deki mezarlikta, yarisina kadar gémiil-
mis bir bebek cesedi bulundu. Bebegin sarili oldugu bezin
tizerinde 23 Haziran tarihi ve “Bebek Karaaslan” yazisi oldugu
belirtildi. Bebegin cesedi, kesin 6lim nedeninin belirlenmesi icin
Adli Tip Kurumu’na kaldirildi. Olayla ilgili arastirma baslatildi.

It can be argued that these two articles from Milliyet and Habertiirk covering two different transgender
murders represent the articles we examined in general and provide a general idea concerning the
problematic language. In these two articles covering two different transgender murders, murdered
transgender people are referred as ‘transvestite’. In KAOS GL’s “Frequently Asked Questions” booklet,
the meaning of ‘transvestite’ is defined as follows: “Transvestite: A person who wants to belong to the
opposite sex mostly through clothes and behaviors. This word characterizes transvestitism of the
person. Colloquially, it is often used for men dressing/acting like women, but it applies to women and
men alike; meaning, it is used for women dressing/acting like men.”*?

1251k Sorulan Sorular Kitapgigi [Frequently Asked Questions Booklet], KAOS GL Dernegi, p. 8
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The word ‘transvestite’ can be used in daily life, literature and academic works within certain
boundaries. However, in news articles, the word ‘transgender’ should be used instead of ‘transvestite’,
which has been loaded with negative connotations for years, for the sake of using a more objective
language.®® Transgender refers to people who have a different gender identity from the one assigned
at birth. Being a situation related to a person’s own feeling of belonging to a gender, it is independent
of physical characteristics. Thus, only the word ‘transgender’ should be used instead of ‘transsexual’
and ‘transvestite’ without making a distinction between people who have and haven’t an operation.*

Moreover, in many articles, transvestitism is presented like a profession through expressions like
“doing transvestitism” or “working as a transvestite” and as if it has a natural connection with
“prostitution”. However, transvestitism is not a profession and every transgender person is not a sex
worker.?®

Kusadasi’'nda

g% @ ®
\ .
2% nefret cinayeti
L]
Yine nefret
. o Haber Merkezi - Bigaklanarak oldaraldagi
Clnayetl Aydin’in Kusadas1 belirlenen Ozer’in
KUSADASI’NDA ‘Dora’ ilgesinde Dora Ozer takma cesedi evdeki inceleme
takma adiyla taninan traves- adh travesti Hiiseyin sonrasi otopsi i¢in morga
ti Hiiseyin Ozer (24), evinde 6lii Ugur Ozer (24) evinde kaldirildi. Site sakinleri,
bulundu. iddiaya gore Ozer, bigaklanmis halde 61 blok gevresinde fuhus
‘misafirim gelecek” diyerek bulundu. Olay, Hande ve hirsizlik olaylarinmn
arkadagi H.B/den, evden ayril- takma adli travesti ev artmas: tzerine iki kez

masini istedi. H.B. gittikten 1,5
saat sonra dondiigiinde Ozer'i

arkadagimin telefonla genel kurulda merkezi

R aradigi Ozer’den haber glivenlik kamerasi
defalaren hugaklanarak ddfivil- alamayinca eve gitmesiyle sistemi kurullr.naslrp _
diigii anlagilds. Cinayet zanlsi ortaya ¢ikt1. Kapiy1 agtiginda kararlagtirdiklarini soyledi. Polis,
Serdar O. mahkemece tatuklan: ev arkadasi Ozer’in cesediyle glvenlik kameras1 gérinttlerini
di. ZAFER HACISALIHOGLU kargilagan arkadasi, polisi aradi. incelemeye aldi.

Figure 15: Aksam, 11 July 2013 Figure 16: Cumhuriyet, 11 July 2013

Two articles above are rare examples to articles that cover a transgender murder as a hate murder.
Despite this, the fact that transgender victim is referred as ‘transvestite’ in both articles reveals that
there is confusion regarding notions even in articles having awareness of hate murders.

We have seen that victim’s name is referred as “nickname”. Many transgender people reject the sex
assigned to them at birth and therefore the name belonging to that sex. Even if they haven’t officially
changed the name written in their ID card, they prefer to be called with the name they have chosen.
In most cases, media regards these names as “nickname”.

13 KAOS GL Dernegi Medya izleme Raporu 2015 [KAOS GL Association Media Monitoring Report 2015], p. 6
14 KAOS GL Dernegi Medya izleme Raporu 2014 [KAOS GL Association Media Monitoring Report 2014], p. 29
15 KAOS GL Dernegi Medya izleme Raporu 2015 [KAOS GL Association Media Monitoring Report 2015], p. 16
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Katili kamera
yakalatti

AKIRKOY'de oturan

‘Buse’ takma adli
travesti Mehmet Don-
mez'’e (31)ulagsamayan
arkadaslan evine cilingir
§ yardimiyla girdi. Yatak
odasindaki Donmez'in
- bigakla olduruldugu tes-
pit edildi. Cesedin 2 giin-
lik oldugunu belirleyen
polis kamera goriintiile-
o rinden cinayeti igleyenin

Volkan Akdag oldugunu

belirledi. Yapilan takipte
Akdag, Esenyurt'taki evinde gozalti-
na alindz. M Cetin AYDIN/ISTANBUL

Figure 17: Zaman, 6 March 2016 Figure 18: Hiirriyet, 6 March 2016

In two articles above, the name of the deceased is presented as “nickname”. By calling the name of
the murdered transgender person “nickname” or “code name”, it is implied that the existence of the
deceased is regarded as an illegal profession requiring a nickname. Using the name written in ID card
means that the journalist doesn’t recognize or respect the person’s gender identity. Journalists should
mention people as they define themselves instead of ignoring their identity by presenting their names
as nicknames; this would be a better practice in terms of principles of journalism.

Another problematic word used in articles covering transgender murders is the word “execution”.
During the scanning work, we have seen examples in which murder is referred as “execution” in a rude
and coldblooded manner. This word legitimizes the murder and regenerates the discriminatory
discourse that dehumanizes the victim and demeans transgender people.
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| INFAZ

= - Bakirkdy'deki evinde 7 bicak darbesiyle

"/ Olddrdlen Seker Buse takma adiyla taninan
- travesti Mehmet D.’nin katil zanlisi, polis
tarafindan evinde kiskivrak yakaland

Volkan A.'nin (solda) Misa isimli
pitbull kdpegi belediye ekipleri tarafin-
dan igneyle etkisiz hale getirildi.

ARKADASLARI EVE GELDI! EVDE PITBULL VARDI!

’ BAKIRKOY'iin Kartaltepe Mahallesinde OLAYLA ilgili sorusturma baslatan ekipler

yasanan olayda Seker Buse takma ismini ise gevredeki giivenlik kameralari Meh-
kullanan travesti Mehmet D.'den haber ala-  met D.'nin cep telefonu kayitlar da inceleme
mayan arkadaslar eve geldi. Kapinin kilitli altina alindi. Sorusturma sonucu stphelinin
oldugunu gorin Mehmet D.'nin arkadaslari Esenyurt'ta oturan Volkan A. oldugu tespit
durumu polise bildirdi. Olay yerine gelen edildi. Bunun Uzerine harekete gegen ekipler
polis, ¢ilingir yardimiyla eve girdiklerinde Volkan A.'nin evine gitti. Ancak icerde Pitbull
yatak odasinda kanlar iginde yerde yatan cinsi bir kdpek bulunmasi iizerine belediye

Mehmet D.'nin cesedi ile karsilasti. Yapilan  ekiplerinden yardim istendi. Belediye ekipleri
incelemede Mehmet D.'nin karninda 5, gégis tarafindan igneyle sakinlestirilen kopek etki-
ve belinde ise birer bicak darbesi sonucu siz hale getirilirken, siipheli Volkan A. polis
hayatini kaybettigi belirlendi. Mehmet D.'nin  ekipleri tarafindan gozaltina alindi. Cinayetin
boynunda morluklar oldugu da gorildu. nedeni ise sorgunun ardindan belli olacak.

Figure 19: Sok, 7 March 2016

Turkish Linguistic Society’s dictionary defines execution as the following: 1. n., legal. Implementing a
sentence, ruling, enforcement, application 2. Have an influence over someone. Considering the legal
meaning of the word, regarding these incidents as “execution” makes them sound legitimate and thus
indirectly supports an act of violence resulted in death.
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Positive examples

Throughout the period during which we scanned national print media, Hande Kader was the most
recently murdered transgender person and the articles covering this murder were rather positive
examples. In these articles, the language is correct, discrimination against transgender people is
addressed and the fact that these are hate murders and transgender murders have a social and political
dimension is emphasized. We can say that most of these articles adopt rights journalism. Rights
journalism is a type of journalism that does not ignore violations of right, does not wait for a violation
of right for covering the stories of ‘others’, and does not lead to any violation of right when producing
news articles.'® While mainstream journalism structurally tends to be partial because it remains within
the boundaries of worldview, culture or ideology generating dominant meanings and values in shaping
professional codes of journalism, rights journalism provides a critical point of view to this structural
partiality and dominant codes of mainstream journalism.!” For instance, trying to explain the motive
of murder by referring to the statements of the murderer or witnesses while covering a transgender
murder is problematic according to rights journalism; because, in this way, discrimination against
transgender people is ignored and the murder may be legitimized. On the other hand, emphasizing the
possibility of a hate murder and the social background of the murder points out violations of rights and
discrimination concerning transgender people. Like other social groups that are subjected to
discrimination, transgender people should also be treated and made visible by an attitude based on
rights journalism.

The articles in this section do not include the statements of the murderers and murder is treated as a
social incident, a hate crime. Featured on the front page or society and life sections, these articles do
not only cover the murder itself, but also the actions after the murder and judicial processes; in this
way, they reveal murders’ effect in society and judicial process are discussed.

Trans kadin
yakilarak
olduruldu

TRANS bireylere yonelik nefret
cinayetlerine bir yenisi daha
eklendi. Istanbul’da kayip ola-
rak aranan trans kadin Hande
Kader, Zekerikdy'de yakilarak
katledilmis halde bulundu. Adli
Tip Kurumu’nda bulunan cena-
zeyi teghis eden ev arkadasinin
beyani lizerine durumun Ka-
der'in ailesine iletildigi belirtildi.
Ailenin ise DNA testi islemleri
icin Adli tip Kurumu’na gidece-
gi 6grenildi. $3

Figure 20: Birgtin, 13 August 2016

16 Sevda Alankus, Cocuk Odakl Habercilik [Child-oriented Journalism], IPS iletisim Vakfi Yayinlari, 2007, s. 21
7 Niliifer Timisi, Medyada Hak Haberciligi [Rights Journalism in Media], bianet.org
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: Figue 21: GnlU Evrensel, 13 August 21 - .

Two articles above covering murder of Hande Kader are featured on the front page (forensic cases
should be featured in society, politics and life sections or on the front page, not among tabloid or “third
page” news). These two articles mention the murder of Hande Kander openly as a hate crime and point
out the seriousness of the issue. The social and political background is highlighted by defining this
murder as a hate murder. Contrary to previous examples, murderer’s statements are not used for
explaining the motive of murder. Instead of murderer’s motive, the social background of the murder
is highlighted and legitimization of the murder is prevented.
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BU RiYAKARLIK DEGIL Mi?
Trans oldugu icin mi kimse sesini ¢ikarmadi

BU VAHSI CINAYETE!

ande Kader kimdi? 7

Bize onu anlatir
misin? Nasil
biriydi? Kac yasindaydi?

- 23 yaginda bir trans 5

arkadagimizdi. Baska bir

is bulamadig! icin zorunlu
seks isciligi yapwordu. Ayni
zamanda LGBTI aktivistiydi.
‘Onur Yiirtiyiisii nde en énde
direnenlerden biriydi.

Nasil dldiiriildii?

- Vahsi bir sekilde katledildi!
Birden fazla insanin tecaviize
ugradigi distiniiliyor. Bedenini
teshis eden arkadaslarimn
séyledigine gore, yogdun bir siddete
ve iskenceye maruz kalmis. Bu
insanlik disi igrenglikleri yapanlar,
yetmezmis gibi, kizi bir de

yakmuslar!
Hande Kader'in yakilarak
oldiiriilmesiyle, Ozgecan'in

vahsice katledilmesi benzer
vakalar. Ikisi de korkung ve
insanlik dis1. Sence neden
Ozgecan cinayetine milletce
biiviik tepki gosterildi de
Hande Kader de susulup
gecildi?

- Ben verilen tepkinin
vicdanlarda ayni oldugunu
diistinilyorum. Ama s6z konusu
bir trans kadinsa, bunun
disa yansimasi pek olmuyor.
Twitter'ina, Facebook 'una bu
cinaveti kinayan bir sey vazdiginda
va da sokaga ¢ikip elinde
pankart viirtidiigiinde, “Ulan
bir i.ne i¢in mi viiriiyorsun?!”
denmesinden korkuyor. Bir kismi
da “Nihayetinde trans! Hak etti
bunu. Dinimize, geleneklerimize
aykin! Trans olmasaydi
olduriilmeyecekti!” dive diistintiyor.
Ama Ozgecan, toplumun
heteroseksiiel normlarmna uyan
bir kizdi. Toplumun biitiin
kurallarma uyuyordu. O viizden
onun katledilmesi tilke ¢capinda
infial yaratti. Ama kim takar trans
Hande Kader'i! Niye tepki versinler
ki! Hayat duruslarina, felsefelerine,
her seylerine ters...

En cok neye iiziildiin?

- Cok gengti. 23'tii daha.
Hayatinda higbir sey olmayi
becerememis 3-5 igren¢ adam,
onlerindeki 150 gram et pargasiun
zevki igin ona kiydilar. O giin orada
Hande verinde sen de olabilirdin,
ben de. Onlar igin hicbir fark:

_—

' Ayse

aarman@hurriyet.com.tr

yok. Bir erkekle de kadmnla da
transla da vatorlar. Sonugta o
kizin hayatinu galdilar. Mutlaka o
katillere ulasacak karutlar vardir.
Ama trans cinayetlerinde maalesef
katiller yakalanmyor va da villarca
stirtyor...

Bu yilin basindan beri pek
cok trans kadin Sldiiriildii.
Kacinin katili yakalandi?

- Pek aziin. 2014'tin Ekim
ayinda Azeri Giilsen dive bir
arkadagimuz: iki kisi, Kurtulus'taki
evinde &ldiirmeye calisti. Tesadiifen
hayatta kald. Biz onu evinde
buldugumuzda kanlar icinde verde
vatiyordu. 7-8 tane kadin avukat
bu davaya bakti, milletvekilleri
olaya miidahil oldu ama bir adim
bile yol kat edilemedi. Ciinkii
polis, sorugturmau: bile hala
tamamlayamadi. Oysa ellerinde
kamera gériintiileri var, 2 vil gecti...

“Polisin hep ugrasacak cok
daha énemli isleri var”...

- Aynen 6yle! 80'lerde de
ovleydi, 90'larda da 2000'lerde
de simdi de. Ama Tuirkive
Cumhuriyeti vatandast bir insan
vakilarak ¢ldiiriilmiis. Tecaviize
ugramus. Bundan daha énemli
ne olabilir ki? Ama iste polisler
de “Bu i.neyle mi ugrasacagiz!”
diyor. Poliste de var bu zihniyet,
vargida da. Bir trans kadmin,
bir travestinin, bir nonosun, bir
oglanin davaswla ilgilenmeyi
kendilerine yakistiramuyorlar.

Translann bu iilkede

~ ARMAN

is imkanlan sundu! Siz béyle
muhtesem bir havat vasarken,
ben kimligim icin miicadele
ediyordum. Egitim almus
olmama ragmen is bulmaya
calistyordum, ev kiralamaya
ugrasiyordum. Ama hep
sokaga atiliyordum. Giiva
bizim de haklanmiz var.
Ama yok. Kanun éniinde
giiya hepimiz esitiz ama
uygulamada 6yle degil...

Bu iilkede translara duyulan

nefretinin dlciisit ne?

- Yillardan beri stiregelen
bir sey. Ozellikle de 12 Eylill
darbesinden sonra atilan nefret
tohumlariun artik yansimast.

12 vasindaki bir erkek gocugu
sokakta bana arkamdan “Pis
i.neeee” dive bagiryorsa, ben
oturup diistintivorum, bu gocuk
neden benden nefret ediyor dive.
Clinkil diinyada hentiz 12 yildir
var, bes yil bebek olarak gecti,
gerive kald1 7 yil. Bu stirecte beni
nastl tanumus olabilir ki, nefret
etsin? Ebeveynlerin ve gevresindeki
vetiskinlerin fikirleri onlar, kendinin
degil. Genglere yanlis seyler
aktanyorlar.

Sence nefret cinayetleri
nasil durdurulabilir?

- Halkin bilinglenmesivle. Verilen
tepkilerle. Diin Ozgecan Arslan’a
tepki verivorsan, bugiin Hande
Kader'e de tepki vereceksin. Iste
bu nefret cinayetini énlemek icin ilk
adim. 40 vasinda 3 gocuk babasi
musin, cumava mu gidivorsun, sen
de “Hande Kader kardesimdir!”
dedigin zaman iste 0 zaman nefret
cinaveti 6nlenebilir.

Bu iilkede kadin
cinayetlerinin ardi arkasi
kesilmiyor. Béyle bir gercek
vasanirken, seks isciligi
vapilmasin demiyorum ama
daha giivenli bir sekilde

haki var mi?

- Cok fazla yok. Bana
gegenlerde dediler ki, “Sen
bir gazeteci olarak ¢ok sert
tepkiler veriyorsun!” Ben de
bunu diyen kadin gazetecilere
doéndiim ve dedim ki, “Siz
muhtesem hayatlarinizda,
muhtesem ailelerinizle, muhtesem
okullarinizda vasadiniz. Hep
muhtesem ortamlariniz vardi. O
muhtesem ortamlar size muhtesem

vapil mi? T dian
birisinin arabasmna binince
adam sapik cikabiliyor.
Benzer vahsetler daha once de
vasandi. Korkunun ecele hic
mi faydasi olmuyor?

- Olmuyor. Evet, kadin kimliginin
degeri yok Tiirkive'de, hele bir de
transsan felaket... Ama vasamak
da zorundasin. Seks isciligini
tercih ettikleri i¢in degil, bagka bir
is bulamadiklan igin vapworlar.
Gergekten translara is verilmivor.

Yakilarak oldiiriilen trans
birey HANDE KADER

BIR genc kadin
daha katledildi!

23 yasindaydi.

Tecaviize ugradi,
dayak yedi, dovuldi,
olduruldu. ..

Ve yakildi!

Evet yanls
okumadiniz, Allah’in
belasi birtakim
adamlar ona boyle
kiyd.

Adi Hande Kader'di.

Ama Hande'nin
ugradigi vahsetten
¢ogumuzun haberi bile
olmad:.

Cunki o, bir transti.

Seks iscisiydi.

O oldurulmeyecek
de kim éldurilecekti!

Oysa bu, igreng bir
bakis acisi.

Ugradigi vahsetin
0zgecan'inkinden bir
fark: yok.

Ama s6z konusu
olan bir trans ise tik
yok.

Sizi bilmem ama
ben Hande Kader’im!

Ne kadar
Ozgecan’sam, o kadar
Hande Kader'im!

Ikisine de yanarim.

Ve toplumun
ikiyuzlir ahlak anlayisini
suclarim.

Trans gazeteci
arkadasim Michelle
Demisevich'le Hande
Kader'i konustuk...

Figure 22: Hiirriyet, 17 August 2016

On August 17, 2016, Ayse Arman, in her column in Hiirriyet, includes her interview with transgender
journalist Michelle Demisevich. Shaped around the murder of Hande Kader, the interview includes
hate murders of transgender people and humane and social aspects of transgender murders. Criticizing
the lack of coverage of transgender murders and people’s indifference, the article mentions
discrimination against transgender people.

In the previous examples, we have seen that murderer’s statements are used for explaining the motive
of murder and the members of the group affected by the murder are not allowed to express
themselves. However, Ayse Arman reveals the effect of transgender murders on other transgender
people by publishing an interview with a transgender journalist.
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HANDE KADER CINAYETI

‘Homofobik dilin
bir sonucu...’

CHP istanbul Milletvekili Selina Dogan,
"Mevcut iktidarin 6tekinin de otekisi olarak
yok saydidi, lezbiyen, gay, biseksliel, trans ve
interseks bireylerin maruz kaldigi aynmcilik,
bu bireylerin calisma ve yasam haklarini elle-
rinden almakta" dedi. Selina Dogan, 12 Agus-
tos'ta seks iscisi trans kadin Hande Kader'in
yanmis cesedinin sokak ortasinda bulundu-
gunu animsatarak, bunun canavarca hislerle
islenmis trans cinayetlerinin son halkasi oldu-
gunu bildirdi. Dogan, “Bu cinayetler toplumda
iktidarin politikalaryla tesvik ettigi, homofobik,
transfobik, ahlakci ve Gtekilestiren anlayisin,
dilin Griint" dedi. Milletvekili Zeynep Altiok
ise, “LGBTI bireyler, dtekinin de 6tekisi olarak
bu iktidarin ve iktidarin anlayisini benimseyen
anlayisin hedefindeler” diye konustu. Basin
toplantisina katilan LGBTI, Pembe Hayat ve
Kirmizi Semsiye temsilcileri de katild.

Figure 23: Vatan, 19 August 2016

Vatan published an article with the subheading “Murder of Hande Kader” and quotes CHP MP Selina
Dogan: “These murders are the products of homophobic, transphobic, moralist and marginalizing
understanding and discourse which are encouraged by the power in society.” By titling the article as
“Result of a homophobic discourse”, the newspaper looks for the motive of murder in the
discriminatory language, not in forensic reports. Social background of the murder is pointed out by
emphasizing discrimination against LGBTI people.
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Hande Kader |cm adalet |sted” ler

Istanbul LGBTI Dayanisma Dernegi cagrisiyla yakilarak didirilen Hande
Kader icin diin Taksim Tinel meydaninda yilrilyiis diizenlendi. Yirii-
yiiste gokkusagi bayraklan tasindi ve dévizlerle Hande Kader'in katle-
dilmesi protesto edildi. Kortejin éniinde "Bir kisi daha eksilmeyecegiz,
Hande Kader icin adalet, herkes icin adalet” dovizi tasindi. kat 1 rilm s
Figure 24: Cumhuriyet, 22 August 2016 Figure 25: Evrensel, 22 August 2016

Figure 26: Birglzin, 22 August 2016

The protest staged on August 21, 2016 in Taksim after the murder of Hander Kader was covered by
three newspapers on August 22. These newspapers emphasized justice in their coverage. Given the
legal and social discrimination against transgender murders like reduction of sentence in murder cases
due to provocation, these newspapers cover the incident in terms of social and political aspects by
emphasizing justice and adopt rights-based journalism. Thus, they pave the way for treatment of the
murder of Hande Kader as a social issue.

After the murder of Hande Kader, special reports that include opinions of LGBTI organizations and
activists and point out social and political context of transgender murders are published in print media.
In this special reports published in Cumhuriyet, Birgiin and Evrensel, transgender murders are defined
as hate crimes, media’s indifference to transgender murders are criticized and people are invited to
participate in the protest against the murder of Hande Kader. Contrary to examples examined in
previous sections of this report, these articles, which are produced with the purpose of drawing
attention to transgender murders after Hande Kader, focus on LGBTIs affected by murder and LGBTI
activists. Furthermore, they do not present the story within a frame with tabloid, forensic or intriguing
elements, but as a social issue that can be discussed in terms of what happened before and after.
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9. sirada. Ge

cen vl T » 4 ildi i ledilmesinin ardindan bir araya gele
rek Meclis'e giden LGBTI 5z drgiitleri ve feminist drgiitler, LGBTI bireyle n\ﬂsmb tan ax
anayasammn 10. maddesine cinsel yonelim ve cinsiyet kimligi ibarelerinin eklenmesini ve trans cin

rinin nel 2 stedi. Hande'nin katledilen son in olmasi igin sosyal med-

A0y ya kullanicilart, Twitte Ketiyle tepkilerini paylastr. Bu etiket, Tiirkiye trend
f topic listesinin birinci s

bircok Kisi “Hande'nin sesi oldu.”
Pazar 2 Agustos 206 ® I
EDITOR: OZNUR OGRAS COLAX

istanbul LGBTI Dayanisma
Dernegi Yonetim Kurulu Bas-
kani Ebru Kiranas, iki yildir
Onur Yiiriiyiisii'niin polis tara- "“
findan engellendigini, eylem-
cilere gaz sikildigini hatirlata-
rak sunu soyliiyor: “Translar
igin cennet bir iilke yok.”

‘Sesimizi kimse duymuyol

wkilarak ka
(sagda), 201

Kurulu Bagkani Ebru Kiranet ise, “Yakilarak
Kkatledilme nefretin neresine geldigimizi agikl-
yor, toplumun yapisint analiz edebilirsiniz bu-
nun iizerinden. Onceden korkmuyordum yii-
riirken, simdi glndi i
yor, Trans
manm “devles nrlu\u\lrl

trans kadin Hande Kader

len 23 yagindaki trans kadin ert miids nh.-l: yle

Hande Kader, 2015'te polisin
sert mixdahaleyle engellemey
Iistu Onur Yirayiisi'nde, “Cel
YOFSUnuUZ ama yayimlamiyorsu
nuz Ilu\hxr\rnk yayi uulamnor
sunuz. Yayimlamiyorsunuz, Se-
simizi kimse duyurmuyor” diyordu. Hande'nin
hemen yakinina diismis gaz fisedi nedeniy
le polise verdi; tepki, birkag gazete ve
ber sitesinde yayunlanmigt. Hande Kader ve

°
Islanhul'tln yakitarak katledi-

ca

diyordu. Hande icin bu aksam
salatasaray Meydani'na bir s
ns clnayederd politiktis” slogam, bu

cinayeti girmezden gelen herkese duyurulacak.

‘Toplumun bir parcasiyiz,

Seks iscilig

arkadagimin miidahale anmda gekilmis fotog
rafi, daha sonra LGBT| hareketinin sembolle-
rinden biri olmustu. Istanbul LGBT] Dayanss-
ma Demeginin Beyoflu'ndaki ofisind la
nan miicadele arkadaslar, lfande'nin *Sesimizi
Kimse duymuyor” isyanini duyurmak igin ne ya-

pilabileceini konustular. Pembe Hayat Dernei,

Hande Kader konusunun girtiniir kilnmasy icin

Ilmlklann Demokratik Partis (HDP) grup toplan-
N 1

Otekinin de Stekisi olmak...
Beyoglu'nda Hande Kader icin bir araya geli

nen toplantinin ardindan konustugumuz Pembe
Hayat Dernegi Yonetim Kurulu Gyesi Ayta Soze-
ri, “Sosyal medyayi birgok ‘normal’ diye adlandy
ivi kullandiumz halde, yine
‘normaller’ ses gikarmadify igin
gelivor, Zaten biz sosyal med-

duyulmamis

yadan b
diginde u’lrcmluh)urul. Burada k»nu
de Btekisi olmak; biitiin Stekiler i¢in insan hak-
lars milcadelesi verirken, bir dtekinin hakki gasp
cdildiginde en dnde kosturup giderken hig Kim-
senin bizi girmiyor olmas1” diyor. Medyanin kat
ledilen trans kadmnlar igin Kullandigs haber dili-
ni elestiren Szeri, *Bu haberleri aynmalik yap
madan, ‘kod adh bilmem ne’ demeden yapmak la
im. Editrler zeki insanlar, attiklan bashk da-
hi gok Snemli. Hak odakl bir dil Kullanirsaniz ve
okuyan tarafindan sadeo ciimlesi dahi unld
silsa ok sey degisir” diyerek sunu soruyor:
sin, yillardir yapmasi nglrnm tam tel
vor. Bu yilizden bu durumda degil miyiz2”™

ni yapi-

ken yammda bir stirii arkadagim s
ni onlann katilleri?” diye soruyor, LGBT| birey-
i i I {ini soy-

nce Istiklal Caddesi'nde ‘Biz transiz, biz ibne
diye bagaramiyorduk. Ama simdi baginy oruz.
ivor.

Biz Hortum Siileyman’lar da, I)ug«m k.uvl.m la-
ri da girdiik. Seksenli yillarda
telas, Kazanc mahvettiler bi;
Piirtelas'in merdivenlerini k; -
re dolduruyordu. Bugiinki dzgiirlik hali de qok
greceli, hi¢ belli olmaz. Bu deviete giiven olmaz.
Kabahatler Kanunu diye bizden giindiiz vakti ce-
7 allmllglm biliyoruz. ok eski degil, Hiiseyin

'in getirilisini unutmadik. Gelecegi de gok

2014 Trans Giizellik
Kraligesi Yanki
Bayramoglu da, “Kadim
cinayetlerinde failler

bir sckilde bulunuyor.
Fakat LGBT1 bireylerin
Katledilmesinde failler
ortada yok. Tiirkiye'de
kadmsaniz, lezbiyenseniz,
gayseniz dtekilestirilmenin
daha distnda bir
tekilestirilmeye maruz
kaliyorsunuz. Hayatimizy
gettolastirmaya ve bizi
toplumdan soyutlamay
caligtyorlar. Biz bu
toplumun bir pargasiy

gérmezden gelemezsiniz’

ilgili kendi aranuzda
haberder paylasiyoruz,
baz sol gazeteler destek
veriyor. Hepsi bu” diyor.
Bayramoglu, “Madimak
Oteli'nde aydmlan diri
diri vaktilar, simdi
de escinsellere bunu
yapiyorkar. Bu, Ti y
tamamen bir vahsetin
igine stiriiklemektir.
Burasi laik demokratik
bir filke, Ortadogu iilkesi
degil. Bugiin Hande nin
luwu gelen, yann
seks isqiligi yopmak
zorunda Kalan diger trans

da basma

gérecell’

Istanbul LGBTI Dayamisma Dernegi Yonetim

igin cennet bir iilke yok.”

!

stanbul LGBTI Dayanisma Der-

negi Diy iliskiler Sorumlusu Ce-
lik Ozdemir, “Meclis giindemine bu
konunun getirilmesi igin cabalyo
ruz ve belli dlgiide bunu sagladik.
Yasama faaliyeti dizleminde biitin
calsmalarmiz kararhhikla strdiire
cegiz” diyor ve sdyle ekliyor: “Giin-
deme gelmeyen nefret suglan, konu:
nun fizerine gittikge gindeme geli-

yor. Kamuoyu yaratmanin 6n kosul
lanindan biri, orgitli olmak. LGBTI
rinin yan sira kadin Srgit-
lerinin bu konuyu sahiplenmesiy

Ie konu daha da giindemlesiyor. Oz-
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e Y
hatirlatarak sunu saylayor: * Transkr

vor. Hem adli makamlar hem de kol-
luk kuvvetleri olaylarin Gzerine gidi-

Maktul gomulebilsin
diye mucadele veriliyor

gecan i¢in hepimiz sokagia giktik. Is-
tanbul LGBTI Dayamisma Dernegi
olarak tiim yiriyiiglerde yer aldik.
Trans rma)nllwl ana akim medya-
da “cok popiller” olmadikga yer bul-

Hande yakiliyor ve  geleb

r” ifadeleriyle
dile getiriyor.

bununla  tepkisi

'Cocuklanmlz ne
yanlhs ne de yalniz’

Blr LISTAG (Lezbiyen, Gey, Bisek-
silel, Trans, Interseks Aileleri vo
Yakmlan Dernegi) aktivisti ise, “Duydu-
fumda gok canim yand, inanin fiziksel
olarak bunu hissettim, o cocugun Kat-
ledifirken yasadigs aciyr, annesini, ken-
dimi ve tiim cocuklanmiz diisinip so-
Kuga ¢ikip bagirmak istedim. Toplumun
dayattify kahrolast ahlak normlanna
uymadi igin is bulamayip seks isciligh
yapmak zorunda Kalan gocuklarim
degil, toplumun utanmasi gerekiyor. Ca-
nimiz yaniyor daha ne bekliyorsunuz?
Daha Kag cocugumuz Katledilsin, kag
annenin ici yansin? Cocuklarimizm te-
mel insan haklarmndan faydalanmasim,
ceza kanunlarimin diizenlenmesini, bu

muyor. Biz wluw-m-nw ek cenaze-
% o

igin iknn etmek dal
74 aldi, Hande belki kend)
inde gomiilemeyecek, belki de
b|r goce yanst gomilecek.
nayetlerinde, ‘maktulun fail
lemezken, burada ‘maktul’ gomiile
ilsil miicadele veriliyor. Yak-
ir Hande'nin conaze-
Fail zaten ortada yok. Ne
dirimiz esit ne de Slimiiz.”

Figure 27: Cumhuriyet, 21 August 2016

Onlar ne yanhs ne de yalniz” diyor.
Bir diger LISTAG aktivisti de, “Trans ci-
nayetlerini faillerinin bulunmass igin,
oncelikle deviet poli
yasalarinin yeniden diazenlenmesi ge-
rekiyor. LISTAG olarak, Hande Klder’m
katledilmesini toplumun her kesimine
duyurmak icin davanin takipgisi olaca-
£1z” ifadelerini Kullaniyor.




Figure 28: Birgiin, 19 August 2016




ALt 1 U el

Figure 29: Giinliik Evrensel, 20 August 2016
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CONCLUSION

As a result of our examination, we have found out that there is indifference to transgender murders in
the media and many transgender murders are rarely or not at all covered in print media. We came to
the conclusion that transgender murders covered by media are legitimized in various ways and socially
decontextualized. In this report that examines how discriminatory discourse against transgender
people is regenerated, we problematized the source of information of the news and frame of murder
stories. Using perpetrator’s statement without questioning as a source of information and not allowing
transgender people affected by the murder express themselves create a partial frame that may
legitimize the murder and reduces the murders with social background to forensic cases. The frame of
the news articles incites prejudices against transgender people and ignores seriousness of the murders.
Private lives of the victims are exposed and murder stories are treated like tabloid material; sensational
expressions are used and the incident is narrated like a thriller story; the news is presented to the
reader as an ‘interesting’ story. The possibility of a hate crime is not questioned, seriousness of the
issue is not discussed and political and social background of the murder and its relation to
discrimination and prejudices against transgender people are not questioned. Besides, victims’ images
evoking sexuality are used for complementing the story; the victim becomes a news material only with
extreme emphasis on sexuality.

Transphobic attitude and discourse used in murder news is revealed in choice of words. The word
‘“transvestite’, which has negative connotations in social understanding, is used for describing
transgender people; in many cases, this word is used to mean a profession, not a gender identity. The
names that the victims prefer are referred as ‘nickname’ and their ID names are used in articles.
Murders are mentioned with rude, coldblooded and legitimizing words like ‘execution’.

The murder of Hande Kader, which was the last transgender murder during our period of analysis, is
covered with a more positive discourse compared to other examples. In these articles, a politically
correct language is used; the fact that this is a hate murder and transgender murders have a social and
political aspect is emphasized. In these articles, which can be said to be written with a rights journalism
approach, opinions of transgender people and LGBTI activists are included; violations of rights and
discrimination concerning transgender people are pointed out.

We think that writing news in consideration of rights of transgender people and staying away from a
transphobic discourse is the responsibility of every journalist and editor covering transgender murders,
and that writing articles concerning LGBTIs with a rights-based approach in consideration of
recommendations included KAOS GL’s media monitoring reports is highly important. In addition to
these reports, documents like media reference guide issued by GLAAD (Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against
Defamation) and booklets providing information about LGBTIs like “Frequently Asked Questions”
booklet issued by KAOS GL would be useful. All of these documents can be found online.®

In conclusion, our examination revealed that articles in print media covering transgender murders
generate a discriminatory and dangerous discourse against transgender people. In most of the articles
we examined, the way for different forms of violation against transgender people and new hate
murders is paved by omission the possibility of a hate murder and normalization of the murders. When
acrime is committed against a disadvantaged group, journalists should adopt a rights-based journalism
and consider the possibility of a hate crime in covering such crimes. Otherwise, when discriminatory
discourse against a victim having socially disadvantaged position is regenerated, a vicious circle would
be created by giving way to new hate crimes and forms of violence through this discourse. In this
regard, transgender murders should not be considered independently of forms of systematic

18 For KAOS GL’s publications including Frequently Asked Questions booklet and media monitoring reports, see
www.kaosgldernegi.org/yayinlar.php
For GLAAD media reference guides see www.glaad.org/reference
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discrimination and violence to which LGBTIs are subjected in social life, state mechanisms and before
the law; in fact, the representation of LGBTIs in media is also a part of this issue. Given the relation
between media and social perception, a discourse that doesn’t violate the rights of transgender people
and reinforce prejudices against them would contribute to decrease of discrimination against
transgender people in social life. All the same, the visibility of transgender people and LGBTIs in media
should also be discussed. Featuring LGBTI people only when there is an issue related to LGBTIs, like
when a gay person is killed or a celebrity comes out as transgender, indicates an attitude that excludes
LGBTI people from ordinary flow of life. Inclusion of LGBTIs in news that concerns the entire society
like elections, social events, arts, technology, education and sports is important in terms of acceptance
of LGBTIs as a part of the society.
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